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Angélica Infante-Green
   Commissioner

Good Afternoon Colleagues:
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Many of you have asked about parental pick up of meals without the children being with them while schools are closed.  Late yesterday, USDA granted blanket waivers for all our programs to allow parent/guardian pick up of meals provided that operators maintain accountability and program integrity.  If you want to exercise this waiver, you will need to submit a plan to us here at RIDE.  In order to implement this waiver as quickly as possible, we ask that you submit a revised plan/explanation for how you will ensure that meals are distributed to parents or guardians of eligible children, and that duplicate meals are not distributed to any child.
 
We welcome your ingenuity for devising such a  plan but offer the following as an option, depending on whether you are operating under SFSP (open sites) or NSLP (where you are tracking the students you are serving):
 
For SFSP Sites
Post signs and notify families of the following procedures: Please be advised that we can now allow pick-up of meals by parent or guardian provided your children go to one of <our> district schools and you identify those students(and siblings) upon pick-up. We will keep track of the meals we provide the students you identify when you pick them up.  We will continue to provide meals to any children or youth that come to our sites without asking for identity or where they go to school.
 
For NSLP Sites:
Post signs and notify families of the following procedures: Please be advised that we can now allow pick-up of meals by parent or guardian provided your children go to one of <our> district schools and you identify those students upon pick-up. We will keep track of the meals we provide the students you identify when you pick them up. Students may continue to pick up their own meals, if desired.
 
For All Sites:
Further, your plan needs to include that meals are labeled “These meals are for the consumption of children and youth, 18 years old and under” in addition to any food safety labels currently being used
 
Please do not hesitate to reach out to Jessica Patrolia, Sandra Fabrizio, or me with any questions you may have.
 
This waiver is a welcome one.  We hope it helps with the wonderful work you are doing!
 Please – stay safe!!
 
Sincerely,
Steve Carey

Stephen H. Carey, MS, RD, Coordinator
Child Nutrition Programs
Office of Statewide Efficiencies
RI Department of Education
255 Westminster Street
Providence, RI 02903
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