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School closures due to the COVID-19 pandemic are taking a serious toll on more than 55 million students nationwide, many of whom depend on school meals for their daily nutrition. While 124,000 public and private schools are closed nationwide, USDA, CDC, state/local agencies and school districts recognize the importance of maintaining continuity of school meal programs and are providing meals through grab and go, drive through pick up, bus stop delivery and summer meal sites. 

Dairy farmers have supported childhood nutrition initiatives for over a century, including increasing access to nutritious meals in schools. Now is a critical time to show our support and action for families in need. Across the country, local dairy councils are providing resources to many school districts faced with unprecedented challenges distributing meals, including milk, to students, and this need for support is growing, including rural areas.

What can be done to help? Based on feedback from the USDA, the School Nutrition Association, and two of the largest superintendents' associations in the nation, GENYOUth is creating a national grant offer to help continue the effort to nourish students during the COVID-19 school closures.
 
On March 30th, GENYOUth will launch the COVID-19 Emergency School Nutrition Fund, available to schools nationwide. The Fund will allow schools to apply for a cash grant up to $3,000 per school building, for the purchase of a variety of resources needed for meal distribution and delivery.

Opportunity to State and Regions (SRs): For those SRs who are interested in contributing funds, GENYOUth will manage the grant process, which includes reviewing all applications, handling necessary communications with the applicant, and directing your funds to schools within your region (like we have done with FLAG and other Breakfast Cart grants).  
 
Below are FAQs to help address any additional questions you may have:

1. What can schools purchase with State and Region funds from the COVID-19 School Nutrition Fund?
SR funds awarded will be limited to covering purchases of the resources below. SR funds will not be used to purchase food or beverage products. 
a. Equipment for cold storage of milk or other perishable items (e.g., coolers, insulated bags, refrigerators or freezers, etc.)
b. Equipment for transporting or serving food or milk (e.g., breakfast cart/ kiosk, travel carts to move food, serving tables, cardboard boxes, paper/plastic bags, etc.)
c. Sanitation equipment (cleaning supplies, hand sanitizing dispensers, rubber gloves, etc.)
d. Cafeteria equipment for preparation of food (e.g., food prep equipment, slicers, etc.)
e. Stipends for Staff

2. How can State and Regions play a role in the COVID-19 School Nutrition Fund?
a. SRs can contribute funds to the COVID-19 School Nutrition Fund.  Please contact Tammy Baker (tbaker@azmilk.org) by COB 3/30/2020 if you would like to contribute.
b. GENYOUth will be issuing a press release on March 30th that will include background information and a link to the application. We ask that SRs distribute this information to all their networks and promote the opportunity on all digital channels.
c. If SRs have partners who they feel would also like to contribute to the fund, a customizable letter will be provided on March 30th to send to any potential donors.

3. Will State and Regions be informed of the schools in their areas that will be receiving the funding?
Yes. SRs will be notified of schools in their area that receive grants. We ask that SRs provide a list of schools who have already received resources/funding. This way we can strive to prevent duplication in grant dollars, and we can continue to help those who have need.

4. Can State and Regions reallocate FUTP 60 Funds and Dairy Optimization dollars to include in the COVID-19 School Nutrition Fund? 
Yes, SRs can determine the best use of their available grant funds and put towards this effort.

5. With the shelter in place and the suspension of work hours for non-essential business, can we help inform schools of companies who are able to provide resources?
We are working with our Dairy Optimization team to compile a list of suggested vendors we have worked with in the past. We will provide that information to the schools as part of the communication when the grants are released. Schools are also welcome to choose their own vendors.  

6. With some schools suspending distribution, other local organizations and food banks are taking on the task. Are these other entities allowed to apply for the fund?
No. If local food banks or organizations are distributing food on behalf of a school or school district, the school will need to be the one to apply for the grant on behalf of the food bank or organizations. 

7. How soon can awardees expect the funds?
The wait time for a check to come through the mail will be approximately two weeks. An electronic transfer option is also available through GENYOUth which will provide a faster pace. Schools will have the option of choosing check or electronic transfer.

8. Will GENYOUth receive verification from the school that the funds are used as requested? 
As part of the application process, the schools agree to provide information on the use of funds upon request from GENYOUth.

9. How long will the application process?
The grant window will open on Monday, March 30th, and applications will be approved on a rolling basis. 

10. How will an SR be invoiced for the contribution of funds?
GENYOUth will issue invoices to each SR, once contribution is confirmed by the SR.
