Rhode Island PK-12 Strategic Plan for Education Survey
The Rhode Island Council on Elementary and Secondary Education and Rhode Island Department of Education thanks you for taking this very short survey.  We look forward to learning about your thoughts on public education in Rhode Island.

Privacy Statement:

Your responses are extremely important to us in ensuring that Rhode Island’s new PK-12 Strategic Plan for Education represents your voice and your priorities. 
We will treat the responses you provide us with utmost care to ensure that your information is protected.

Participation in this survey is entirely voluntary. All information collected at any time through this survey will only be used to inform the development of a 2015-2020 PK-12 Strategic Plan for Education for Rhode Island. Information will be reported solely in aggregate form (i.e., charts/graphs, percentage, large numbers). No individual responses will be made public. All individual responses will be held in strictest confidence to the extent provided by state and federal law, and will not be shared, sold, or otherwise transmitted to any outside party or used for any purpose other than that stated above. All optional information submitted through this survey (including but not limited to: district of residence, personal comments, and email address for addition to an informational listserv managed solely and privately by the Rhode Island Department of Education) will be held in strictest confidence to the extent provided by state and federal law, and will not be shared, sold, or otherwise transmitted to any outside party or used for any purpose other than that stated above.

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Are you a Rhode Island resident, an educator in Rhode Island, or an individual/family currently living in Rhode Island?
· Yes
· No
Purpose of Public Education
Your answers to these questions help us understand your opinion about the purpose and importance of public education.

2. What is the purpose of PK-12 public education in Rhode Island?
Please choose no more than three.
· Prepare every student for future economic success
· Support our democratic society
· Support/develop Rhode Island’s future workforce
· Promote equity
· Connect students to their peers and community
· Create global citizens
· Ensure students have basic academic skills
· Other (please specify)
3. What are the most important skills current PK-12 students should learn before graduating?
Please choose no more than three.
· Communication skills
· Use of technology and media
· Creativity/innovation
· Global citizenship
· Foreign language(s)
· Social and cross-cultural skills
· Basic academic skills
· Civics skills
· Employability skills
· Financial literacy skills
· Other (please specify)
4. How important is the quality of PK-12 public schools to Rhode Island’s success as a state?
Please select one.
    Unimportant	1	2	3	4	5  Of the highest importance
Rhode Island’s Current PK-12 Education System
Your answers to these questions help us understand your opinion about Rhode Island’s current PK-12 system.  It may help to imagine a familiar Rhode Island school.

5. What do you value most in a PK-12 public school?
Please choose no more than three.
· Physical safety
· Quality of facilities
· Quality of teaching
· Extra-curricular options
· Caring environment
· Challenging academic program
· Fun learning experience
· Diversity of students and staff
· Welcoming to parents and the community
· Other (please specify)
6. What improvement priorities would you recommend for Rhode Island’s current PK-12 school system?
Please choose no more than three.
· Improve struggling schools
· Improve the quality of classroom materials
· Improve the quality of teaching
· Longer school day/year
· More extra-curricular activities
· Greater access to fine arts
· Improve students’ basic academic skills
· Increase academic rigor and raise expectations
· Promote student creativity and self-motivation
· Improve student transportation
· Other (please specify)
Rhode Island’s Future PK-12 System
Your answers to these questions help us understand your opinion about the future of PK-12 public schools in Rhode Island.

7. What future priorities will best ensure that PK-12 schools meet future student and state needs?
Please choose no more than three.
· Technology and digital literacy
· Global citizenship
· Career readiness and employability
· Innovation and entrepreneurship
· Foreign language instruction
· Early childhood education
· College awareness
· Training and supporting quality teachers
· Training and supporting quality principals
· Community involvement and partnerships
· Adequate funding and resources
· Other (please specify)
8. Please name one skill that Rhode Island students should be taught in 2020 that is not being taught today.
Information about you
These questions will help us understand your opinion and perspective.

9. Who are you?
Please choose the single answer that most accurately describes you.
· Current PK-12 Student
· Parent/Guardian
· Grandparent
· Businessperson
· Educator
· Elected official
· Community member
10. What is your impression of PK-12 public schools in Rhode Island? 
Please select only one.
· Positive: they have many strengths
· Mixed-positive: they have more strengths than weaknesses
· Do not have an opinion
· Mixed-negative: they have more weaknesses than strengths
· Negative: there are serious problems
11. How often do you discuss PK-12 public education with your friends/family?
Please select one.
· Daily
· Weekly
· Monthly
· Several times per year
· Rarely/never
12. Where do you live?
Please select from the list. 
13. Other comments about public education in Rhode Island
14. May we contact you about planning for the future of Rhode Island public education?
If so, please provide your email address.

