Script for IDEA CRP Training Module
Welcome 
Welcome to the IDEA Part B and Preschool CRP Training module from the Office of Student, Community and Academic Supports at the RI Department of Education.  It is expected that this module will take about 20 minutes to complete in its entirety.  
Orientation
Before you get started, I want to orient you to a few important areas on the screen.  On the bottom, you can pause or rewind any slide at any time. 
On the left-hand side, you’ll see the menu, which shows you where you are in the module and allows you to quickly find a specific slide or topic you need.  This is particularly helpful if you want to reference this information as you complete your CRP and have a specific slide you are looking for.
The Resources Button in the top right links to easy access of any attached materials, including a complete transcript of this module. 
The Previous and Next buttons at the bottom allow you to move forward at your own pace or to go back to review a slide.
CRP Home Menu
Click on the area you’d like to learn about. 
MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT
MOE - Maintenance of Effort
IDEA requires that LEAs maintain their level of non-federal funding for special education from year to year, based on either total special education expenditures, or expenditures per student.   This is determined by comparing the LEA's special education spending from the previous year for which records are available to funds that are budgeted for the upcoming year.  The current year is NOT used as part of the comparison since funds are still being spent and reports are not finalized. 
MOE Tests
To complete the MOE section,  a district must fill in the amount of funds budgeted for the upcoming year,  and the amount expended for the previous fiscal year for which final records are available.
In order to be eligible for IDEA funding, an LEA MUST pass at least one of the MOE tests.
Fail Test - Exceptions
And if your district does not pass?  There are certain allowable exceptions that can still allow a district to pass the MOE tests.  These exceptions are listed here and in the CRP application
More MOE Help
And if your district still does not pass?  Call the RIDE fiscal office for assistance!

PRIVATE SCHOOLS
IDEA requires each public school district to use a portion of their funding for students with disabilities that are enrolled by their parents in private schools located in their geographical area.  IDEA also requires service plans be developed for non-resident students, and RI regulations require IEPs for students that are residents of your district.

IDEA funds are used to support students with disabilities that are attending private schools located in your district, whether they are resident students with IEPs or non-resident students with service plans.  
Need to Know – Private Schools
Click on each information button on each item to learn more.
How to Find the Private School Worksheet
From your home page, click on the Document Library on the left, locate tab for IDEA and click on the plus sign, then find the heading for Templates for EIS and Private School Reserves.  You will see the Private School Worksheet for Part B and one for PreSchool.  Click on that and then click to Open and the worksheet will pop up. 
Fill out the Private School Worksheet
When you first open the Private School Worksheet, you will see the summary page with tabs on the bottom for districts with private schools. Click on the tab at the bottom for your district.  Here we will click on the Example. This will open the worksheet for your district.  If additional non-resident students with disabilities in private schools have been identified through your Child Find process, you should increase this number in the blue boxes to reflect an accurate count as of the previous Dec. 1.  When you increase the number, you must also indicate which school(s) these students attend.  Then click anywhere on the worksheet and it will recalculate the amount needed in your private school reserves. 
Save the Private School Worksheet
RIGHT click on the tab for your district, then select Move or Copy.  Then click on the drop down menu and select New Book.  Click OK. This will provide a new separate workbook with only your district.  Use Save As to rename and save to your own computer.  Then you can finalize and upload to Related Documents page. 
Private School Web Page
It’s best to complete the Private School Web page AFTER your budget is done because the amount budgeted will pre-fill.  This page allows you to indicate WHICH private schools will be participating in IDEA funding and show how much each school is receiving.  The two totals must match.  If for some reason, the entire amount budgeted is not allocated to schools, this must be explained at the bottom of the page.  This is rare.  

BUDGET
How to Create a Winning Approvable Budget
The budget is one of the most critical sections of the CRP application.  Click “Next” to learn important information to help your budget be approved when it is reviewed.  
Reserves 
Click on each item to learn more about each topic.  Then click Next when you are done. 
Each Line Item…
Click on the information marker to learn more about each line item component. 
Is This Line Item Approvable 
Following are a series of line items.  Decide if each one is an approvable line item and then click next for the answer. 
EARLY INTERVENING SERVICES (EIS) TOPIC CHOICES

HOW DO I KNOW IF I HAVE TO SPEND EIS FUNDS?
EIS Page
The EIS page of the CRP application indicates if a district has significant disproportionality.  This page also indicates the total amount that must be budgeted for EIS services. The data sheet in the Document Library shows the specific areas where disproportionality has occurred.  

What is Significant Disproportionality?
RIDE collects and examines data for each district annually to determine if there is significant disproportionality based on race or ethnicity in the areas of: 
·	Identification of children with disabilities, including specific disability types; 
·	Placement of children in particular educational environments; and 
·	Discipline - the incidence, duration, and type of action, including suspensions/expulsions. 

If significant disproportionality is identified, RIDE must: 
(1) Provide for the review (and, if appropriate) revision of policies, procedures, and practices; 
(2) Require the district to reserve the maximum amount of funds (15%) to be used for coordinated early intervening services (CEIS); and 
(3) Require the district to publicly report on the revision of policies, procedures, and practices.

Where do the Data come from?
Significant disproportionality in identification of students with disabilities is calculated with special education childcount data and general education enrollment data.
Dividing the child count by the enrollment for a particular racial group gives the district risk or percent of the enrolled group that has been identified with disabilities.
District risk is compared to national risk to find the risk ratio.
Data Example 1 Not Disproportionate
Let’s look at an example.  
If a district has 418 Hispanic students enrolled and 25 of them have Learning Disabilities, almost 6% of the Hispanic students are identified with Learning Disabilities in the district.
If 3.25% of school age children across the country are identified with Learning Disabilities, the district risk is 1.8 times greater for Hispanic students.
1.8 does not meet the threshold for significant disproportionality.

Data Example 2 Disproportionate
Let’s look at another example.  
If a district has 418 Hispanic students enrolled and 18 of them have Speech language disorders, more than 4% of the Hispanic students are identified with Speech language disorders in the district.
If 1.48% of school age children across the country are identified with Speech language disorders, the district risk is 2.9 times greater for Hispanic students.
2.9 does  meet the threshold for significant disproportionality. The risk ratio was above 2.5 two years in a row for a group of at least 10 students each year.  In addition, the district risk is more than 1% greater than the national risk both years.
Therefore, the district has significant disproportionality for Hispanic students with Speech language disorders.

EIS Plan Development
Every District Using EIS Funds 
Every district with a significant disproportionality is required to use 15% of their total Part B and Preschool IDEA funding for EIS AND to track and report on the students receiving services.
A district that does NOT have a significant disproportionality may choose to voluntarily use UP TO 15% of their total IDEA funding for EIS services.  They also must track and report on the students receiving services. 
Writing the EIS Plan (1)
The first step in writing your EIS Plan is to indicate if the purpose of the activity is an Intervention or Training.  You should highlight only one area.
Writing the EIS Plan (2)
Click on the information markers to learn more about each area of the EIS Plan.

EIS in the Budget
When adding EIS items to your budget, be sure you:
Choose the EIS Reserve
Enter Program Code 14
And add language to the description and justification that clarifies the item is supplementary for at risk general education students
Linking Budget Items to EIS
An EIS Plan may have more than one budget item connected to it.  Budget items that support that same EIS plan should be clearly connected by the description and other key words in the budget.
If a reviewer is unable to connect budget items to an existing EIS plan, the application will be returned.
How Can EIS Funds Be Used?
Click on each topic area to learn more about how EIS funds can be used.
Can Children with IEPs Receive EIS?
Children with disabilities that are currently receiving special education and related services may NOT receive interventions funded through EIS 
What Other Services can be EIS?
Other services, such as physical therapy, occupational therapy and assistive technology may be considered Early Intervening Services, as long as they are for students in general education in Tier 2 or 3.  
HELP AND ASSISTANCE
Help
Click here to find additional information on how to get help. 
Find Direction in Document Library
From your district’s Home Page, click on the Document Library on the left.  Here you will see Accelegrants System Resources, which provides instructions on the Accelegrant system in general.
Clicking on the Plus sign in front of IDEA leads you to all the Related Documents for IDEA, including detailed instructions for Part B and PreSchool.  Further down are one-page guidance documents for specific areas. 
Questions?
If you have questions, help is available from several sources. 

RIDE COMMUNICATION
RIDE Review
After submission, your application will receive a programmatic and fiscal review.  When each of these are completed, your application may be Approved, Returned, or have Questions Pending.  
Review Details
On the Review Details of the application you can see the status of each application item. There should be an indicator for each item to show whether it is N/A (Not Applicable), NRR (Needs RIDE Review), NLA (Needs LEA Attention) or OK meaning the item is Approved,  
In addition, there is a Comment section at the bottom of the page. This allows the RIDE Reviewer to ask a question or refer the reader to a particular area of the application to see comments or questions.  The district can also use this area to respond to questions or to inform RIDE that changes and revisions are complete.  
As your RIDE reviewer looks at your application, they may have questions or comments regarding certain items.  They will write a Comment that will appear on the top of the page where the item in question is written.  

