1. Welcome!  
It is expected that it will take about 20 minutes to complete this module.  
--------------------------------------------

2. Thank you for participating in this module on Eligibility for Other Health Impairment (or OHI) as described in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, or IDEA.  This module has been developed by the Office of Student, Community, and Academic Supports at the RI Department of Education.  

Our objectives for this module are to provide you with a clearer understanding of the legal definition of Other Health Impairment and to help teams make appropriate decisions regarding students’ eligibility for special education services in this category. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. It is important to remember that in order to be considered eligible for special education in the category of Other Health Impairment, a student must meet certain eligibility requirements.  OHI is NOT  a ‘default category’, when other disability categories are not appropriate.  Just as a student must meet the criteria to have a specific learning disability, they must meet the criteria for Other Health Impaired as well.
------------------------------------------------------------------------

4. For a child to be eligible for special education in ANY category, he or she must be evaluated AND identified as having a disability as defined by IDEA.  In addition, the disability MUST have an adverse effect on their educational performance which MUST result in a need for specialized instruction and related services.   Click for Additional Requirements.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

Eligibility for Special Education requires that a student has a disability in one of the categories defined by IDEA.  Here are some examples of the categories.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------

5. Let’s begin by taking a look at the legal definition of “Other Health Impairment”.  According to IDEA and RI Regulatons…  "Other Health Impairment means

having limited strength, vitality or alertness, including a heightened alertness to environmental stimuli, that results in limited alertness with respect to the educational environment that - 

(i) Is due to chronic or acute, health problems such as asthma, attention deficit disorder or attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, diabetes, epilepsy, a heart condition, hemophilia, lead poisoning, leukemia, nephritis, rheumatic fever, and sickle cell anemia, and Tourette syndrome; and 

(ii) Adversely affects a child's educational performance.”
-----------------------------------------

6. What does this really mean?  Hover over each button to learn more.  

7. Neither IDEA nor RI Regulations specifically define "educational performance".  Obviously, an "adverse effect" on a child's educational performance may be shown by the student's grades.  It also may be demonstrated by the other ways in which the student's condition may impact his or her school activities.  

"Educational performance" is not limited to "academic performance".  "Educational performance" is a broader concept and includes consideration of a student's academic, social, health, emotional communicative, physical and vocational needs.
-----------------------------------
8. Although neither IDEA nor RI Regulations define Educational Performance, there is information and case law that applies.

Education is more than just academics and includes physical, emotional and social needs as well since special education is designed to prepare students for further education, employment and independent living.
---------------------------------------
9. Educational performance can include:  

· Academic Achievement
· Social and Emotional Skills
· Peer Interaction
· Communication Skills and more…
--------------------------------

10. Finally, the adverse effect on the child's educational performance must result in a need for specialized instruction and related services, which means making adaptations according to the unique needs of the child to ensure their access to the general education curriculum.”
-------------------------------------

11. There are 4 basic questions teams should ask to determine if a child is eligible for special education in the category of Other Health Impairment.  They are:
1. Does the child have a chronic or acute health condition?
2. Does the health condition result in limited strength, vitality or alertness, which may be due to a heightened alertness to the environment?
3. Does the disability (health condition) adversely affect the student’s educational performance? 
4. Does this result in a need for specialized instruction and related services? 

If the answer to all 4 questions is YES, then the child is eligible for services in the category of Other Health Impairment. 
--------------------------------------------------
12. Here are some examples to try. 
----------------------------------------
15. A full and individual evaluation must be conducted to determine if a child is eligible for special education services.  But what does this mean?
-------------------------------
16. According to IDEA and RI Regulations, the child must be assessed in all areas related to the suspected disability, including, if appropriate, health, vision, hearing, social and emotional status, general intelligence, academic performance, communicative status, and motor abilities.  {300.304c(4)}
The Evaluation Team must review existing data.  Based on that and input from the child’s parent, they must identify what additional data is needed to determine if the child has a disability.   
------------------------------
17. Please note that there is nothing in federal or state law that states that a medical diagnosis is required, nor is there anything in the law that prohibits a team from requesting information from a physician to assist in determining if a child is eligible for special education.  
However, the law does state that this medical diagnosis must be at no cost to the parents. 
Remember, eligibility decisions cannot be based only on one single test or assessment.  A medical diagnosis is only one piece of information that must be reviewed. 
-----------------------------------------
18. Remember, a physician can diagnose medical conditions, but the Evaluation Team determines eligibility for Special Education.
-------------------------------
19. To summarize, to be eligible for special education students must meet eligibility criteria for any category. For OHI eligibility, the answers to these 4 questions must be Yes. 
-----------------------
20. We hope you found this information helpful.  Please click on the Resources tab at the top of this page for more information.
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