
RI Charter School Proposal Review Cycle:  
Preliminary Approval 

 December 1 Prospectus Submission 

•  To begin the review process, prospective applicants submit a prospectus in accordance with published requirements. 

Mid-January  Prospectus Review 

• Prospective applicants with a qualified prospectus are invited to submit a full charter proposal. 

 March 1 Charter Proposal Submission 

•  Applicants submit a full charter proposal in accordance with published requirements. 

 April Completeness Review 

•  RIDE reviews for adherence to basic proposal requirements. Complete proposals are released for public comment. Incomplete proposals receive 
a letter identifying incomplete elements. If deficiencies are minor, applicants will have the opportunity to revise and resubmit within the cycle. 
Substantially incomplete proposals will be removed from the review process and may reapply in a future cycle. 

 May & June Public Comment & Hearings 

•  A 60-day period where any person may voice their support for or concerns with a charter school proposal. This comment period includes two 
public hearings held in the community where the charter school proposes to open.   

 May & June Proposal Review 

•  A review of the proposal by an advisory committee comprised of education professionals with a range of content expertise. 

June or July Capacity Interview 

•  An in-person interview with the founding group designed to yield further detail about the applicants’ plan, and their capacity to carry it out. 

 July or September 
Commissioner’s 

Recommendation 

•  The Commissioner recommends for approval those proposals most likely to develop into high-performing charter schools. 
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 October Technical Assistance 

•  RIDE meets with preliminarily approved applicants to provide technical assistance on the readiness period, including funding eligibility. 

In accordance with grant instructions Planning Grant (if available) 

•  RIDE, through the USDE Charter Schools Program (CSP), may issue planning and implementation funding to preliminarily approved schools. 

October through March Readiness Period 

•  RIDE Charter School Regulation C-1-4 describes a set of readiness criteria that must be met prior to receiving final approval from the Board of 
Education. These criteria include forming a public board, securing a facility, hiring staff, enrolling students, and finalizing the school’s charter. 

March or April BOE: Final Approval 

•  After the readiness criteria are met, applicants are recommended for final approval to the Board of Education. 

Through August Final Preparations 

•  In the final stage before opening, new charter schools finalize enrollment and staffing, begin to receive operating funds, and prepare facilities 
for staff and students.  

School Opens 

RI Charter School Proposal Review Cycle:  
Final Approval 

Encl2e 
October 3, 2013
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TO: Rhode Island Board of Education 
 
FR: Deborah A. Gist, Commissioner 
 
RE: Preliminary Approval of Engineering Early College Academy 

 

 
I present for your consideration a recommendation to preliminarily approve 
Engineering Early College Academy. 
 
A complete charter proposal was submitted on April 18, 2013 and has been reviewed 
by RIDE in accordance with our charter proposal review process.  
 
Having been thoroughly reviewed by RIDE, we have concluded that Engineering 
Early College Academy is likely to provide a quality educational choice for parents 
and students.  
 
Preliminary approval is an endorsement of the conceptual design of the school and 
does not imply a readiness to begin operation. The school must meet mandatory 
milestones in order to demonstrate readiness and receive final approval by the Board 
of Education to open in the 2014-2015 school year.  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT, the Rhode Island Board of Education grants  
 preliminary approval, for further planning and development, to Engineering  
 Early College Academy towards a 2014-2015 school year opening, contingent  
 upon final approval to operate by the Board of Education, as presented. 

 
 

State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations 
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Rhode Island Charter School Proposal: 

Engineering Early College Academy 
 
Catchment Area: Providence Grade Level: 9-12 

Location of School: Providence 

 
Charter Type: Independent  
Establishing Entity:  
West Elmwood  Housing  
 

 
Mission  
 

The mission of the Engineering Early College Academy (EECA) is to prepare urban learners of all 
backgrounds and abilities to excel in all subjects, especially in engineering, math, science and 
technology, empowering them to go on and succeed in college. 
 
Enrollment Plan 

    

Year 1 2014-15 100 students 

Year 2 2015-16 200 students 

Year 3 2016-17 300 students 

Year 4 2017-18 400 students 

Year 5 2018-19 400 students 

Eventual Enrollment  400 students 

   

Program Overview 
 
According to the proposal, Engineering Early College Academy (EECA) will be an “early college” that works in 
partnership with the URI College of Engineering to prepare students for college and offer college coursework 
and experiences during high school. The applicants believe that EECA will help students that are typically 
underrepresented in college gain access to rigorous and credit-bearing coursework, which will eventually lead 
to a greater likelihood of college entrance and successful degree completion.   
 
Engineering Early College Academy was submitted by a group of community leaders and K-12/higher education 
professionals including: Rudolph Moseley, Jr., K-12 supervisor of science for PPSD; Charles Watson, 
Coordinator of Recruitment and Retention of Minorities for URI’s College of Engineering, Louis Stokes Alliance 
for Minority Participation; Sharon Conard- Wells, Executive Director of West Elmwood Housing; and Shontay 
Delalue King, M.Ed., Director of the Intercultural Center at Bryant University.  
 

 EECA plans to open with 100 ninth graders, growing a grade per year until it reaches a maximum 
enrollment of 400 students in grades 9-12. 
  

 EECA intends to provide a highly rigorous and supportive program with a focus on math and 
engineering pathways. EECA will ensure that all students are prepared for and enrolled in college-level 
credit-bearing courses in grades 11 and 12.  



 

 

 
 Included in the application is a letter of support from Raymond Wright, Dean of the URI College of 

Engineering. The letter states, “This charter school, with its focus on recruiting motivated high school 
students and providing them with applied understanding of engineering concepts and curriculum, has 
great potential to provide students with not only a deeper understanding of the material, but also 
exposure to higher education and career opportunities in engineering.”  
 

 If offered preliminary approval, EECA and URI will develop a Memorandum of Understanding, which 
will further define the opportunities that will be provided to students of EECA through URI.  
 

Public Comment  

The 60-day public comment period for EECA began on May 28, 2013 and closed on July 26, 2013. Two public 
hearings were held: on June 10 at PCTA, 41 Fricker St. in Providence; and on June 12 at PCTA, 41 Fricker St. in 
Providence.  
 
RIDE received comments from 50 individuals during that period. 49 individuals were in support; one opposed. 
Supporters cited how EECA is an innovative and unique collaboration between a charter high school and a state 
university; that it would provide an opportunity to have a head start in higher education; and that it is fully 
aligned with our nation’s push to expand opportunities in STEM fields, especially for children from disadvantaged 
neighborhoods.   
 
Capacity Interview 

The capacity interview was held on September 10, 2013. Founding group in attendance: Dr. Rudy Moseley 
(proposed school superintendent); Charles Watson (proposed university partner); Chris Unger (doctoral advisor to 
Mr. Moseley, Northeastern University); Shante Delalue King (proposed board member); and Amy O’Donnell 
(proposed curriculum developer and science teacher).  
 
Variance/ Waiver Requests 

No variances or waivers are needed at this time. However, the applicants propose a program where college 
faculty may teach secondary students (in the current design, this would not occur before the school’s third year of 
operation). If offered preliminary approval, it is anticipated that EECA will require further guidance from RIDE’s 
Office of Certification in determining how college faculty may qualify to teach secondary students. This situation 
may, in turn, require Board consideration at a later date.  

 
Preliminary Approval  

By the authority granted to the Commissioner in RIGL § 16-77.3-3(c), the Commissioner offers a recommendation 
of approval of Engineering Early College Academy to the Board of Education. This decision is based on a 
comprehensive review of evidence gathered during the public comment period, the application review, and the 
capacity interview. Preliminary approval is a formal endorsement of the conceptual design of the charter school, 
and the likelihood of success of the proposal. However, it does not grant the authority to operate as a public 
charter school. C-1-4 of the Charter Regulations outlines the criteria that applicants must meet in order to obtain 
final approval from the Board of Education. Upon meeting these criteria, the Board of Education will vote to 
approve the school’s final charter.  An affirmative vote and award of the final charter to the charter school board 
will confer upon it the authority to operate as a charter school district.  
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TO: Rhode Island Board of Education 
 
FR: Deborah A. Gist, Commissioner 
 
RE: Preliminary Approval of Southside Elementary Charter School  

 

 
I present for your consideration a recommendation to preliminarily approve 
Southside Elementary Charter School. 
 
A complete charter proposal was submitted on April 18, 2013 and has been reviewed 
by RIDE in accordance with our charter proposal review process.  
 
Having been thoroughly reviewed by RIDE, we have concluded that Southside 
Elementary Charter School is likely to provide a quality educational choice for parents 
and students.  
 
Preliminary approval is an endorsement of the conceptual design of the school and 
does not imply a readiness to begin operation. The school must meet mandatory 
milestones in order to demonstrate readiness and receive final approval by the Board 
of Education to open in the 2014-2015 school year.  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT, the Rhode Island Board of Education grants  
 preliminary approval, for further planning and development, to Southside  
 Elementary School towards a 2014-2015 school year opening, contingent  
 upon final approval to operate by the Board of Education, as presented. 
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Rhode Island Charter School Proposal: 

Southside Elementary Charter School 
 
Catchment Area: Providence Grade Level: K-5 

Location of School: Providence 

 
Charter Type: Independent  
Establishing Entity: Amos House 
 

 
Mission  
 

Southside Elementary Charter School provides a diverse group of Providence kindergarten through 
fifth grade students with a solid step towards college and community leadership. Students learn to 
read, write, think logically, and problem solve on grade level within a curriculum that emphasizes 
academic rigor, excellence, and community engagement in an extended school day and school year. 
 
Enrollment Plan 

    

Year 1 2014-15 24 students 

Year 2 2015-16 48 students 

Year 3 2016-17 72 students 

Year 4 2017-18 96 students 

Year 5 2018-19 120 students 

Eventual Enrollment  144 students 

   

Program Overview 
 
According to the proposal, Southside Elementary Charter School (SECS) will offer a rigorous academic program 
that prepares its students for college and community leadership. It will be guided by a belief that all students 
can achieve at high levels if offered a rigorous and supportive program. The proposal for Southside Elementary 
Charter School was submitted by a group of educators and community members with a broad degree of 
experience working with children in South Providence, including Dan Corley, Head of School of Community 
Preparatory School; Eileen Hayes, CEO of Amos House; and Trish Martins, Director of Education at Bradley 
Schools. 
 

 Southside Elementary Charter School proposes to open with 24 kindergarten students, growing a 
grade each year until a maximum of 120 students is reached in the first five-year term. The school 
plans to grow to a fifth grade in the school’s sixth year, for a maximum enrollment of 144. The 
founders believe that its small size will lead to a personalized school experience and a strong, family-
like culture at the school.  
 

 The founders propose to run an extended school day, from 7:45 until 4:15, and an extended school 
year, at 190 days.  
 

 The school will be divided into “learning families” of K-1, 2-3 and 4-5 with two certified grade-level 



 

 

teachers working in pairs and a maximum instructional ratio of 12:1. Students may move between 
grades according to individual needs, and teachers will work with the same students for two years in a 
row.  
 

 In the event there are more applications than seats available, SECS will run a lottery with a preference 
for homeless students, with access and outreach supported through a relationship with Amos House.  
 

 If approved, Southside Elementary Charter School may opt to lease space in the Community Prep 
facility on Somerset St in Providence. Apart from this potential leasing arrangement, there are no plans 
for a formal relationship between Community Prep and Southside Elementary Charter School.  All SECS 
functions including instruction, staffing, enrollment, record-keeping, management of finances and 
community outreach will be the responsibility of SECS.  

 
Public Comment  

The 60-day public comment period for SECS began on May 28, 2013 and closed on July 26, 2013. Two public 
hearings were held: on June 24 at the MET, 325 Public St in Providence; and on June 26 at PCTA, 41 Fricker St. in 
Providence.  
 
RIDE received comments from 25 individuals during that period. 24 individuals were in support; one opposed. 
Supporters noted how SECS would expand the range of high-quality educational opportunities for Providence 
students, and will be positioned to leverage community partnerships with organizations like Ready to Learn 
Providence, Amos House, and CCRI. 
 
Capacity Interview 

The capacity interview was held on September 4, 2013. Founding group in attendance: Dan Corley (proposed 
board member), Trish Martins (special education provider), Judy Ryan (proposed board member), Eileen Hayes 
(representative of establishing entity), Delia Rodriguez-Masjoan (proposed board member).  
 
Variance/ Waiver Requests 

No variances or waivers are required at this time.  

Preliminary Approval  

By the authority granted to the Commissioner in RIGL § 16-77.3-3(c), the Commissioner offers a recommendation 
of approval of Southside Elementary Charter School to the Board of Education. This decision is based on a 
comprehensive review of evidence gathered during the public comment period, the application review, and the 
capacity interview. Preliminary approval is a formal endorsement of the conceptual design of the charter school, 
and the likelihood of success of the proposal. However, it does not grant the authority to operate as a public 
charter school. C-1-4 of the Charter Regulations outlines the criteria that applicants must meet in order to obtain 
final approval from the Board of Education. Upon meeting these criteria, the Board of Education will vote to 
approve the school’s final charter.  An affirmative vote and award of the final charter to the charter school board 
will confer upon it the authority to operate as a charter school district.  
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TO: Rhode Island Board of Education 
 
FR: Deborah A. Gist, Commissioner 
 
RE: Preliminary Approval of The Hope Academy  

 

 
I present for your consideration a recommendation to preliminarily approve The 
Hope Academy. 
 
A complete charter proposal was submitted on April 18, 2013 and has been reviewed 
by RIDE in accordance with our charter proposal review process.  
 
Having been thoroughly reviewed by RIDE, we have concluded that The Hope 
Academy is likely to provide a quality educational choice for parents and students.  
 
Preliminary approval is an endorsement of the conceptual design of the school and 
does not imply a readiness to begin operation. The school must meet mandatory 
milestones in order to demonstrate readiness and receive final approval by the Board 
of Education to open in the 2014-2015 school year.  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  THAT, the Rhode Island Board of Education grants  
 preliminary approval, for further planning and development, to The Hope  
 Academy towards a 2014-2015 school year opening, contingent upon final  
 approval to operate by the Board of Education, as presented. 
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Rhode Island Charter School Proposal: 

The Hope Academy 
 
Catchment Area: Providence, North Providence Grade Level: K-8 

Location of School: Providence 

 
Charter Type: Mayoral Academy 
Establishing Persons:  
Mayor Taveras, Providence  
Mayor Lombardi, North Providence 
 

 
Mission  
 

The Hope Academy is committed to an educational model focusing on the academic and social success 
of each individual, preparing students to meet the challenges of secondary education, and to become 
lifelong learners. Working with parents and community partners, The Hope Academy will serve as a 
local and national replicable model of inclusive education. 
 
Enrollment Plan 

    

Year 1 2014-15 72 students 

Year 2 2015-16 108 students 

Year 3 2016-17 144 students 

Year 4 2017-18 180 students 

Year 5 2018-19 216 students 

Eventual Enrollment  324 students 

   

Program Overview 
 
The Hope Academy proposal describes a unique partnership between a charter school and Meeting Street, the 
Providence-based provider of child development services, whereby each Hope Academy classroom of 18 
students, enrolled via a random process, would also house two students who have disabilities and are enrolled 
in Meeting Street, to form a fully inclusive model of education. As the proposal states, “Hope Academy would 
be a model of educating children with and without special needs in a charter setting that intentionally includes 
a population of students who needs are deemed severe and profound.”  
 
The applicants believe that Hope Academy will provide a highly personalized educational model that promotes 
differentiated instruction and achieves excellent academic results. In addition, it hopes to generate in students 
increased acceptance and appreciation of diversity, better communication and social skills, greater 
development of ethical and moral principles, and increased self-esteem. Hope Academy intends to serve as a 
replicable model for other schools and districts to provide an inclusive educational program. 
 
The Hope Academy proposal was submitted by education professionals and community leaders with 
considerable experience in public service and child development, including: Mayor Angel Taveras of 
Providence; Mayor Charles Lombardi of North Providence; John Kelly, President and CEO of Meeting Street. 



 

 

 
 The Hope Academy plans to open with 72 students in grades K & 1 in its first year, and then grow a 

grade per year until it serves K-5 within its first charter term. The school proposes to eventually grow 
to a K-8 school of 324 students. (This count is exclusive of Meeting Street students placed here.) 
  

 Two teachers will manage each classroom: a Hope Academy-employed and certified teacher of record, 
and a Meeting Street-employed and dually certified teacher of record. The inclusion of Meeting Street 
students and teachers in Hope Academy classrooms will occur at no cost to Hope Academy.  
 

 The Hope Academy may contract with Meeting Street for some administrative services, including 
human resources, health services, and some services for students with special needs including OT, PT 
and speech services. A draft contract has been provided and reviewed by RIDE.   

 
Public Comment  

The 60-day public comment period for Hope Academy began on January 9, 2012 and closed on March 13, 2012. 
Two public hearings were held: on February 7, 2012 at Fogarty Elementary School in Providence; and on February 
29 at Fogarty Elementary School in Providence.  
 
Variance/ Waiver Requests 

No variances or waivers are necessary at this time.   

 

Preliminary Approval  

By the authority granted to the Commissioner in RIGL § 16-77.3-3(c), the Commissioner offers a recommendation 
of approval of The Hope Academy to the Board of Education. This decision is based on a comprehensive review of 
evidence gathered during the public comment period, the application review, and the capacity interview. 
Preliminary approval is a formal endorsement of the conceptual design of the charter school, and the likelihood of 
success of the proposal. However, it does not grant the authority to operate as a public charter school. C-1-4 of 
the Charter Regulations outlines the criteria that applicants must meet in order to obtain final approval from the 
Board of Education. Upon meeting these criteria, the Board of Education will vote to approve the school’s final 
charter.  An affirmative vote and award of the final charter to the charter school board will confer upon it the 
authority to operate as a charter school district.  
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