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Legislative Report 

RI Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and 

Office of Higher Education 
Andy Andrade – Legislative Liaison -222-8476 

February 17, 2014 – February 21, 2014 

91 Bills 
New Introductions Posted in Green 

           
1. RIDE/Board of Education:  

Senate Bill No. 2059 

BY  Satchell, Metts, Sheehan, Pichardo, Miller 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - THE RHODE ISLAND BOARD OF EDUCATION ACT 

This act would amend the method by which the state assessment program would be implemented in public schools.  The act would 

provide that no state assessment conducted pursuant to chapter 16-97 and prior to July 1, 2019, would be used to determine a student’s 

eligibility to graduate from high school.  This act would take effect upon passage. 
{LC3407/1} 

01/21/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Education 

 

Senate Bill No. 2183 

BY  Felag, Pearson, Algiere, Gallo, Lynch 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - THE RHODE ISLAND BOARD OF EDUCATION ACT 
This act would expand the board of education membership from eleven (11) members to twelve (12) by adding an employer 

community member of the state workforce investment board.  This act would also require the board to prepare a plan that ensures that 

career and technical education, adult education and the community college of Rhode island are given due consideration as important 
components of the state’s public education system.   

{LC3656/1} 

1/30/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Education 
 

Senate Bill No. 2265 

(Governor) 

BY  Gallo, DaPonte, DiPalma, Sheehan 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- BOARD OF EDUCATION ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE (would 

establish a permanent governance structure for the Rhode Island board of education) 
{LC4016/1} 

2/4/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Education 

02/07/2014 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (02/12/2014) 
02/12/2014 Committee heard 

 

House Bill No. 7146 

BY  Dickinson 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- STATE STANDARIZED TEST ASSESSMENT PROGRAM 
This act would direct the Rhode Island department of education to study and implement a state standardized test assessment program 

over a ten year period commencing on July 1, 2014.  This act would also provide that state assessment would not be used to determine 

a student’s eligibility to be promoted to the next grade and/or to graduate from high school.  This act would take effect upon passage. 
{LC3119/1} 

01/21/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 

02/07/2014 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (02/26/2014) 
 

House Bill No. 7220 

BY  McNamara, Ferri, Azzinaro, Corvese, Diaz 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- THE RHODE ISLAND BOARD OF EDUCATION ACT (would require 

the Rhode Island board of education to implement practices designed to improve coordination between the state's institutions of higher 

learning) 
{LC3729/1} 

01/29/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 

 

House Bill No. 7256 

BY  Cimini, Naughton, Tanzi, Coderre, Fellela 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - THE RHODE ISLAND BOARD OF EDUCATION ACT (would amend the 
method by which the state assessment program would be implemented in public schools & would provide that no state assessment 

conducted pursuant to chapter 16-97 & prior to 7/1/19, would be used to determine a student's eligibility) 

{LC3772/1} 
1/30/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 

Enclosure 2f 
February 27, 2014 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2059.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2183.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2265.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9967.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7146.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9976.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7220.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7256.pdf
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House Bill No. 7322 

BY  San Bento, Lombardi, Palumbo, Jacquard 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES - LONGEVITY PAYMENTS (eliminate 
longevity payments for any state employee, any employees of the Board of Governors of Higher Education, Board of Regents for 

Elementary & Secondary Education, RI Public Telecommunications Authority, and of quasi-public corporations) 

{LC3923/1} 
2/6/2014 Introduced, referred to House Finance 

 

2. Career & Technical /Adult Ed/Workforce Development: 
Senate Bill No. 2182 

BY  Goodwin, Archambault, Goldin, Pichardo, O`Neill 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- ADULT EDUCATION 

This act would require the board of education to consider several factors in determine which high school equivalency test would be 

recognized by the state.  Such facts would include cost, the recognition of the test by other states, and other criteria. 

{LC3648/1}§ 
1/30/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Education 

 

3. Charter School Legislation: 
Senate Bill No. 2208 

BY  Doyle, Nesselbush, DiPalma 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - FUNDING OF CHARTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

This act would provide that the percentage of a charter public school’s housing costs reimbursed with state aid would be equal to the 
percentage of school housing costs reimbursed with the state aid for the municipality where the charter public school is located.  This 

act would also provide that before a charter public school would be eligible to access such state aid for reimbursement, the school 

would need to certify that it had attempted to utilize vacant school property within the municipality where the charter public school is 
located.  This act would take effect upon passage. 

{LC3883/1} 

1/30/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance 
 

Senate Bill No. 2310 

BY  Jabour, Crowley, Gallo, Lombardi, Satchell 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - MAYORAL ACADEMIES 

This act would add teachers’ retirement pursuant to chapter 16-16 to the list of provisions that would be binding on mayoral 
academies.  This act would take effect upon passage. 

{LC3827/1} 

02/12/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Education 

 

House Bill No. 7212 

BY  Fellela, Messier, Guthrie, Carnevale 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - MAYORAL ACADEMIES (would add teachers' retirement pursuant to 

chapter 16-16 to the list of provisions that would be binding on mayoral academies) 

{LC3674/1} 
01/29/2014 Introduced, referred to House Finance 

 

House Bill No. 7433 

BY  Silva, Ackerman, Malik, Slater 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - FUNDING OF CHARTER PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

This act would provide that the percentage of a charter public school’s housing costs reimbursed with state aid would be equal to the 
percentage of school housing costs reimbursed with state aid for the municipality where a charter public school is located.  This would 

apply only to school housing projects completed after June 30, 2014.  The charter public school would first need to certify that to the 

department of elementary and secondary education that it has attempted to use vacant school property within the municipality where 
the charter public school is located.  This act would take effect upon passage. 

{LC4081/1} 

02/12/2014 Introduced, referred to House Finance 
 

House Bill No. 7444 

BY  Palumbo, Slater, DeSimone, O'Brien, Ucci 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - MAYORAL ACADEMIES 

This act would provide that a mayoral academy charter school’s application would not be approved by the board of education unless 

the school committee and the city or town council of each included municipality also approved the application.  This act would take 
effect upon passage. 

{LC4163/1} 

02/12/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 
 

House Bill No. 7495 

BY  Blazejewski, Tanzi, Ajello, Valencia, Walsh 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- MAYORAL ACADEMIES 

This act would require mayoral academies to use a random selection process to select eligible public school students who would be 

invited to attend the mayoral academy.  This act would take effect upon passage. 
{LC3503/1} 

2/13/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 

 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7322.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2182.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2208.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2310.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7212.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7433.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7444.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7495.pdf
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4. Commissions/Resolutions/School Bond/Housing Issues: 
Senate Bill No. 2126 SUB A 

BY  Satchell, Gallo 

ENTITLED, AN ACT IN ACCORDANCE WITH RHODE ISLAND GENERAL LAWS SECTION 16-7-44, APPROVING THE 

ISSUANCE OF $6,400,000 BONDS BY THE TOWN OF WEST WARWICK TO FINANCE HEALTH, SAFETY AND FIRE-

CODE RELATED EMERGENCY REPAIRS, ALTERATIONS, RENOVATIONS, IMPROVEMENTS AND EQUIPPING OF 

SCHOOL FACILITIES IN THE TOWN AND ALL ATTENDANT EXPENSES AND APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS 
AND NOTES PURSUANT TO FINANCING AGREEMENTS WITH THE RHODE ISLAND HEALTH AND EDUCATIONAL 

BUILDING CORPORATION 

{LC3701/1} 
01/22/2014 Recommended for Immediate Consideration 

01/22/2014 Senate read and passed 

01/23/2014 Referred to House Finance 
01/27/2014 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (01/30/2014) 

01/30/2014 Committee recommended measure be held for further study 

01/31/2014 Scheduled for consideration (02/06/2014) 
02/04/2014 Meeting postponed (02/05/2014) 

02/04/2014 Scheduled for consideration (02/06/2014) 

02/06/2014 Committee recommends passage of Sub A 

 

Senate Resolution No. 2159 

BY  Pichardo, Crowley, Metts, DiPalma, Ruggerio 

ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION RESPECTFULLY REQUESTING THE BRIDGE.JOBS PROGRAM BE EXPANDED TO 

INCLUDE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS AND THAT IT PARTNER WITH THE STATE APPRENTICESHIP COUNCIL 

{LC3683/1} 
01/29/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Labor 

01/31/2014 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (02/05/2014) 

02/04/2014 Meeting postponed (02/05/2014) 
02/04/2014 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (02/12/2014) 

02/04/2014 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (02/12/2014) 

02/12/2014 Committee recommended measure be held for further study 
 

Senate Resolution No. 2180 

BY  Fogarty, Algiere, Ciccone, Lombardi, Doyle 
ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION RESPECTFULLY REQUESTING THE RHODE ISLAND DEPARTMENT OF 

EDUCATION AND THE STATE'S THREE PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION TO COLLABORATIVELY 

DEVELOP EXCEPTIONAL PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES IN CAREER AND TECHNICAL 
EDUCATION 

{LC3696/1} 

1/30/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Education 

 

Senate Resolution No. 2305 

BY  Picard, Gallo, Lombardi, Metts, Fogarty 
ENTITLED, SENATE RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING FEBRUARY AS CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION MONTH 

IN THE STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 

{LC4554/1} 
2/12/2014 Placed on the Senate Consent Calendar 

 
Senate Resolution No. 2340 

BY  Gallo, Miller 
ENTITLED, JOINT RESOLUTION MAKING AN APPROPRIATION OF $258,866 FOR CRANSTON AND $158,290.12 FOR 

CHARIHO IN THE FISCAL YEAR 2013-2014 STATE BUDGET 
{LC3845/1} 

02/12/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance 

 

House Bill No. 7036 

BY  Serpa, Nunes, Morgan 

ENTITLED, AN ACT IN ACCORDANCE WITH RHODE ISLAND GENERAL LAWS SECTION 16-7-44, APPROVING THE 
ISSUANCE OF $6,400,000 BONDS BY THE TOWN OF WEST WARWICK TO FINANCE HEALTH, SAFETY AND FIRE-

CODE RELATED EMERGENCY REPAIRS, ALTERATIONS, RENOVATIONS, IMPROVEMENTS AND EQUIPPING OF 

SCHOOL FACILITIES IN THE TOWN AND ALL ATTENDANT EXPENSES AND APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS 
AND NOTES PURSUANT TO FINANCING AGREEMENTS WITH THE RHODE ISLAND HEALTH AND EDUCATIONAL 

BUILDING CORPORATION (would serve as the enabling act required by RI General Laws section 16-7-44 in order for the principal 

of, and interest on bonds issued by the Town of West Warwick in support of school housing projects to be eligible for state housing 
aid reimbursement) 

{LC3074/1} 

01/09/2014 Introduced, referred to House Finance 
01/31/2014 Withdrawn at sponsor's request 

 

 
 

 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2126.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9917.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9935.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9934.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9935.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2159.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9947.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9947.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9961.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9961.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2180.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2305.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2340.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7036.pdf
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House Bill No. 7200 SUB A 

BY  Serpa 

ENTITLED, AN ACT IN ACCORDANCE WITH RHODE ISLAND GENERAL LAWS SECTION 16-7-44, APPROVING THE 
ISSUANCE OF $6,400,000 BONDS BY THE TOWN OF WEST WARWICK TO FINANCE HEALTH, SAFETY AND FIRE-

CODE RELATED EMERGENCY REPAIRS, ALTERATIONS, RENOVATIONS, IMPROVEMENTS AND EQUIPPING OF 

SCHOOL FACILITIES IN THE TOWN AND ALL ATTENDANT EXPENSES AND APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS 
AND NOTES PURSUANT TO FINANCING AGREEMENTS WITH THE RHODE ISLAND HEALTH AND EDUCATIONAL 

BUILDING CORPORATION 

{LC3855/1} 
01/23/2014 Introduced, referred to House Finance 

01/27/2014 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (01/30/2014) 

01/30/2014 Committee recommended measure be held for further study 
01/31/2014 Scheduled for consideration (02/06/2014) 

02/04/2014 Meeting postponed (02/05/2014) 

02/04/2014 Scheduled for consideration (02/06/2014) 
02/06/2014 Committee recommends passage of Sub A 

  

House Resolution No. 7246 

BY  Guthrie, Valencia, Cimini, Amore, Tomasso 

ENTITLED, JOINT RESOLUTION CREATING A SPECIAL LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION TO EXAMINE FUNDING RHODE 

ISLAND'S ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY PUBLIC EDUCATION VIA REVENUE GENERATED THROUGH STATE 
INCOME TAX (would create a 17 member special legislative commission whose purpose it would be to make a comprehensive study 

of all aspects of funding elementary and secondary public education through state income tax) 

{LC3790/1} 
1/30/2014 Introduced, referred to House Finance 

 

House Resolution No. 7280 

BY  Costantino, Slater, Craven, Blazejewski, Serpa 

ENTITLED, JOINT RESOLUTION CREATING A SPECIAL LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION TO EXAMINE THE 

CONSOLIDATION OF MUNICIPAL AND EDUCATIONAL FUNCTIONS ON A COUNTY AND/OR STATEWIDE BASIS 
{LC3368/1} 

1/30/2014 Introduced, referred to House Municipal Government 

02/07/2014 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (02/11/2014) 
02/11/2014 Committee recommended measure be held for further study 

 

House Resolution No. 7327 

BY  Naughton, Fellela, Coderre, Tanzi, Silva 

ENTITLED, JOINT RESOLUTION RELATING TO EDUCATION - THE PAUL W. CROWLEY RHODE ISLAND STUDENT 

INVESTMENT INITIATIVE - NOTICE PROVISIONS 
{LC3555/1} 

2/6/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 

02/07/2014 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (02/26/2014) 
 

House Resolution No. 7412 

BY  Serpa, Ackerman, Finn, Marcello, Fellela 
ENTITLED, JOINT RESOLUTION MAKING AN APPROPRIATION OF $500,000 FOR THE JASON PROJECT (would authorize 

the appropriation of the sum of $500,000 for the Jason Project) 

{LC4164/1} 
02/12/2014 Introduced, referred to House Finance 

 

House Resolution No. 7447 

BY  Naughton, Valencia, Coderre, Marcello 

ENTITLED, HOUSE RESOLUTION CREATING A SPECIAL LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION TO ASSESS AND MAKE 
RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE EDUCATIONAL NEEDS OF CHILDREN WITH DYSLEXIA AND/OR READING 

DISABILITIES 

{LC3481/1} 
02/12/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 

 

House Resolution No. 7490 

BY  Almeida, Williams, Diaz, Shekarchi, Abney 

ENTITLED, JOINT RESOLUTION CREATING A SPECIAL LEGISLATIVE COMMISSION TO BE KNOWN AS "THE 1696 

HISTORICAL COMMISSION" OF RHODE ISLAND AND THE UNITED STATES 
{LC4327/1} 

2/13/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 

 

5. Education Issues/Mandates: 
Senate Bill No. 2012 

BY  Picard 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- CURRICULUM 
This act would mandate that all secondary schools managed or controlled by the state provide instruction in musical education.  This 

act would take effect July 1, 2014.  

{LC3129/1} 
01/09/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Education 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7200.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9917.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9935.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9934.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9935.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7246.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7280.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9993.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7327.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9976.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7412.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7447.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7490.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2012.pdf
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Senate Bill No. 2135 

BY  Satchell, Cool Rumsey, Conley, Metts, Goldin 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - PAUL W. CROWLEY STUDENT INVESTMENT INITIATIVE 

This act would delay the implementation of the standardized testing based on common core curriculum until a commission, created by 

this law, has had an opportunity to study and evaluate it, and further, has submitted its findings and recommendations to the governor 
and the general assembly as to the adequacy and efficiency of such standardized testing.   

{LC3782/1} 

01/29/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Education 

 

Senate Bill No. 2185 

BY  Metts, Crowley, Pichardo, Jabour, Satchell 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - THE PAUL W. CROWLEY RHODE ISLAND STUDENT INVESTMENT 

INITIATIVE - NOTICE PROVISIONS 

This act would provide for certain notifications that would need to be provided to parents or guardians of students identified as 
performing “significantly below proficient” on any state assessment.  This act would also provide that no state assessment or 

standardized testing would be used to determine a student’s eligibility and promulgate regulations incompliance with these 

requirements. 
{LC3611/1} 

1/30/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Education 

 
Senate Bill No. 2365 

BY  Hodgson, Raptakis, McCaffrey, Archambault, Conley 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - SCHOOL COMMITTEES AND SUPERINTENDENTS 

This act would require those persons who are contract employees of a private school or public school department, and individuals 
hired by a third party vendor who has contracted with the private school or public school department to provide services, to undergo a 

national criminal background check, prior to or within one week of employment at the school.  This act would also expand the 

disqualifying information on the national criminal background check to include convictions of child pornography offenses.  This act 
would take effect upon passage.  

{LC4165/1} 

02/12/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Judiciary 

 

Senate Resolution No. 2397 

BY  Picard 
ENTITLED, JOINT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE AND PUBLISH AND SUBMIT TO THE ELECTORS A PROPOSITION OF 

AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION -- RIGHT TO AN ADEQUATE EDUCATION 

{LC4075/1} 
02/12/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Special Legislation and Veterans Affairs 

 

House Bill No. 7040 

BY  Edwards, Canario, Guthrie 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TOWNS AND CITIES -- STATE AID (would provide that if during any fiscal year the state 

reimbursement to cities and towns and school districts is insufficient to cover the costs of state mandates as reported by the department 
of revenue, those affected cities, towns and school districts) 

{LC3152/1} 

01/09/2014 Introduced, referred to House Finance 

 

House Bill No. 7095 

BY  Amore, DeSimone, O'Brien, Naughton, Diaz 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - PAUL W. CROWLEY STUDENT INVESTMENT INITIATIVE (would 

delay the implementation of the standardized testing based on common core curriculum until a commission, created by this law, has 
had an opportunity to study and evaluate it) 

{LC3173/1} 

01/15/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 

 

House Bill No. 7096 

BY  O'Brien, Mattiello, Marshall, Kazarian, McNamara, Slater 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION (teachers who obtain a rating of “highly effective” or the equivalent thereof 

would be evaluated not more than once every 4 yrs, and that teachers who obtain a rating of “effective” or the equivalent thereof 

would be evaluated not more than 3 yrs) 
{LC3315/1} 

01/15/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 

02/07/2014 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (02/26/2014) 

 

House Bill No. 7118 

BY  Coderre, Corvese 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- PARENTAL CHOICE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM ACT (would create 

the Parental Choice Scholarship Program Act to enable students from lower income families to qualify for scholarships to enroll in 

and attend a participating school) 
{LC3394/1} 

01/16/2014 Introduced, referred to House Finance 

 
 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2135.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2185.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2365.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2397.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7040.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7095.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7096.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9976.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7118.pdf
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House Bill No. 7218 

BY  Kazarian, O'Brien, Tanzi, Amore, Messier 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - STAFFING (would require all public schools in grades kindergarten through 
twelve (12), to have at least one full-time certified school social worker for every four hundred (400) students) 

{LC3510/1} 

01/29/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 
 

House Bill No. 7255 

BY  Phillips, Casey, McNamara, Shekarchi, O'Brien 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - THE PAUL W. CROWLEY RHODE ISLAND STUDENT INVESTMENT 

INITIATIVE (would provide that all public school systems in the state would require a student to have a minimum cumulative grade 

point average of at least 70 out of 100 for all years the student attend public high school, in order to graduate from high school) 
{LC3085/1} 

1/30/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 

02/10/2014 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (02/26/2014) 
 

House Bill No. 7292 

BY  Johnston, O'Brien, Hull, Carnevale, Messier 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - CURRICULUM 

This act would provide for courses of study for pupils in grades kindergarten through 8 to prevent child abduction, child sexual 

exploitation and abuse.  This act would take effect upon passage. 
{LC3957/1} 

01/30/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 

 

6. Health & Safety: 
Senate Bill No. 2013 

BY  Picard, Pearson 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - HEALTH AND SAFETY OF PUPILS 
This act would authorize school committees to use school bus monitors at the discretion of the committee, and would remove the 

requirement that bus monitors in addition to the bus driver be on certain school buses.  This act would take effect upon passage.   

{LC3134/1} 
01/09/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Education 

 

Senate Bill No. 2058 

BY  Doyle, Hodgson, Gallo, Lombardi, Pearson 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - CURRICULUM 

This act would provide for courses of study for pupils in grades kindergarten through 8 to prevent child abduction, child sexual 
exploitation, and abuse.  This act would take effect upon passage. 

{LC3331/1} 

01/21/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Education 

 

Senate Bill No. 2095 

BY  Ruggerio, Miller, Lynch, Jabour, Satchell 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - SOCIAL MEDIA PRIVACY 

This act would establish social media privacy for students and employees.  This act would take effect upon passage. 

{LC3479/1} 
01/21/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Judiciary 

 

Senate Bill No. 2181 

BY  Felag, Walaska, Metts 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - SCHOOL AND YOUTH PROGRAMS CONCUSSION ACT 

This act would require teachers and school nurses to complete a low or no cost training course and an annual refresher course in 
concussions and traumatic brain injuries. 

{LC3893/1} 

1/30/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Education 

 

House Bill No. 7067 

BY  McLaughlin, MacBeth, McNamara, Bennett, Hull 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - HEALTH AND SAFETY OF PUPILS (act would prohibit the construction 

of schools on any former mine site. A certificate of occupancy would not be issued for any school building constructed on the site of a 

former mine) 
{LC3252/1} 

01/14/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 

01/31/2014 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (02/05/2014) 
02/04/2014 Meeting postponed (02/05/2014) 

 

House Bill No. 7124 

BY  Kennedy, Ajello, Naughton, Coderre, San Bento 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION AND LABOR - SOCIAL MEDIA PRIVACY (would establish a social media 

privacy policy for students and employees) 
{LC3321/1} 

01/16/2014 Introduced, referred to House Judiciary 

 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7218.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7255.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9976.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7292.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2013.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2058.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2095.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2181.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7067.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9953.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9953.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7124.pdf


7 
 

House Bill No. 7367 

BY  Gallison, Bennett, Silva, Casey, Marshall 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - SCHOOL AND YOUTH PROGRAMS CONCUSSION ACT 
This act would require teachers and school nurses to complete a low or no cost training course and an annual refresher course in 

concussion and traumatic brain injuries.  This act would take effect upon passage. 

{LC4326/1} 
02/06/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 

 

House Bill No. 7369 

BY  Naughton, Coderre, Kennedy, Ackerman, Tanzi 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO STATE AFFAIRS AND GOVERNMENT - RHODE ISLAND PREVENTION, HEALTH 

PROMOTION, AND PUBLIC HEALTH COUNCIL 
This act would establish a Rhode Island Prevention, Health promotion and Public Health Council.  This council would provide 

coordination and leadership among all state departments with respect to prevention, wellness and health promotion practices.  This act 

would take effect upon passage. 
{LC3556/1} 

02/06/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 

 

House Bill No. 7414 

BY  Naughton, Shekarchi, Diaz 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- CURRICULUM (would appropriate seventy-five thousand dollars 
($75,000) for the fiscal year 2015 for CPR manikins and CPR training) 

{LC4035/1} 

02/12/2014 Introduced, referred to House Finance 

 

7. Higher Education: 
Senate Bill No. 2141 

BY  Miller, Sosnowski, Gallo, Jabour 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES (would provide that adjunct faculty members at 

any state college/university who teach at least 50% hours regularly worked by full time faculty in an academic semester would be 

eligible for same state hospital care & surgical-medical service benefit) 
{LC3621/1} 

01/29/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance 

 

Senate Bill No. 2288 

BY  Fogarty 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES -- RETIREMENT SYSTEM--CONTRIBUTIONS 
AND BENEFITS (would allow retired state employee nurses to return to state work for no more than 75 working days or150 half days 

with half pay, before their pension payments would be suspended) 

{LC3858/1} 

2/4/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Labor  

 

Senate Bill No. 2321 

(by request) 

BY  O`Neill, Metts, Satchell 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES - RETIREMENT SYSTEM - CONTRIBUTIONS 
AND BENEFITS 

This act would add tutoring to the list of functions which may be performed at a state college or university by a retiree without 

forfeiture or impairment of retirement benefits, subject to annual limitation of fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000).  This act would take 
effect upon passage. 

{LC4625/1} 
02/12/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance 

 

 

Senate Bill No. 2327 

BY  Gallo, Lynch 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO TAXATION - THE RHODE ISLAND COLLEGE INTERNSHIP TAX CREDIT ACT 
This act would create the Rhode Island College Internship Tax Credit Act.  This act would take effect upon passage. 

{LC3843/1} 

02/12/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance 
 

Senate Bill No. 2345 

BY  Pichardo, Goldin, Crowley, Goodwin, Metts 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- TUITION EQUITY 

This act would identify those students who are exempt from paying nonresident tuition at public universities, colleges or community 

colleges.  This act would take effect upon passage. 
{LC4040/1} 

02/12/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance 

 
 

 

 
 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7367.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7369.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7414.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2141.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2288.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2321.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2327.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2345.pdf
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Senate Bill No. 2378 

BY  Felag 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO CRIMINAL OFFENSES - COMPUTER CRIME 
This act would prohibit the use of computer, phone, smart phone, tablet, or any like device to make any false statements or threats 

concerning the endangerment of students at any school, college, or university in the state of Rhode Island.  This act would take effect 

upon passage.  
{LC4476/1} 

02/12/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Judiciary 

 

Senate Bill No. 2396 

BY  Felag, Walaska, DiPalma, Ciccone, Raptakis 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO MILITARY AFFAIRS AND DEFENSE - EDUCATIONAL BENEFITS FOR DISABLED 
AMERICAN VETERANS 

This act would provide a disabled American veteran who is a permanent resident of this state, a waiver for the free admission into 

competitive programs at any public institution of higher education in the state; provided the disabled veteran meets the academic 
criteria.  This act would take effect upon passage. 

{LC4474/1} 

02/12/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Special Legislation and Veterans Affairs 

 

House Bill No. 7183 

BY  Blazejewski, Kazarian, Lally, Ajello, Cimini 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - HIGHER EDUCATION - JOB CREATION THROUGH EDUCATIONAL 

OPPORTUNITY PROGRAM (would establish the "Job Creation Through Educational Opportunity Program Act of 2014.") 

{LC3505/1} 
01/23/2014 Introduced, referred to House Finance 

 
House Bill No. 7201 

BY  Fox, McNamara, Walsh, Shekarchi, Ackerman 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- THE RHODE ISLAND PAY IT FORWARD COLLEGE OPPORTUNITY 

ACT (would direct the RI executive committee of education to establish a 3 yr pilot program called pay forward, pay back, for 
purposes of exploring new ways to fund higher education among the state's institutions of higher education) 

{LC3410/1} 

1/28/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 
02/07/2014 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (02/26/2014) 

 

House Bill No. 7211 

BY  Newberry, Casey, Edwards, Hull 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES - RETIREMENT SYSTEM - CONTRIBUTIONS 

AND BENEFITS (would add tutoring to the list of functions which may be performed at a state college or university by a retiree 
without forfeiture or impairment of retirement benefits, subject to an annual limitation of $15,000) 

{LC3868/1} 

01/29/2014 Introduced, referred to House Finance 

 

House Bill No. 7323 

BY  Marcello, Hearn, Nunes, O`Grady, Tanzi 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- STUDENT LOAN AUTHORITY (would specifically empower the RI 

Student Loan Authority to refinance and consolidate existing eligible loans. It would also authorize the Authority to purchase and 

invest in its own bonds & notes) 
{LC4062/1} 

2/6/2014 Introduced, referred to House Finance 

 

House Bill No. 7371 

BY  McNamara, Chippendale, Azzinaro, Abney, Ackerman 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - THE COMPLETE COLLEGE RHODE ISLAND ACT 
This act would establish the Complete College Rhode Island Act, for purposes of creating a comprehensive compilation of data 

showing academic progress among students and to develop strategies to increase the number of students graduating from state 

institutions of higher education.  This act would take effect upon passage. 
{LC3728/1} 

02/06/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 

 

House Bill No. 7389 

BY  Gallison, Casey, Fellela, Messier, Azzinaro 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO MILITARY AFFAIRS AND DEFENSE - EDUCATIONAL BENEFITS FOR DISABLED 
AMERICAN VETERANS 

This act would provide a disabled American veteran who is a permanent resident of this state, a waiver for the free admission into 

competitive programs at any public institution of higher education in the state, provided the disabled veteran meets academic criteria.  
This act would take effect upon passage. 

{LC4090/1} 

02/06/2014 Introduced, referred to House Veterans Affairs 

 

 

 

 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2378.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2396.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7183.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7201.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9976.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7211.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7323.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7371.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7389.pdf
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House Bill No. 7437 

BY  Diaz, Slater, Williams, Ferri, Almeida 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- TUITION EQUITY 
{LC4359/1} 

This act would identify those students who are exempt from paying nonresident tuition at public universities, colleges or community 

colleges.  This act would take effect upon passage.  
02/12/2014 Introduced, referred to House Finance 

 

House Bill No. 7443 

BY  Morgan, Giarrusso, Dickinson, Hull, Phillips 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - PRIVATE SCHOOLS 

This act would clarify the ability of for-profit educational institutions to offer academic degrees.  This act would take effect upon 
passage.  

{LC3919/1} 

02/12/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 

 

8. School Committee Authority/Collective Bargaining:  
Senate Bill No. 2014 

BY  DiPalma, Picard, Ottiano, Pearson, Lombardi 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION 

This act would amend the notification requirements regarding the dismissal, suspension or lay-off of teachers in the event of a fiscal 

exigency or program reorganization.  This act would take effect upon passage.  

{LC3165/1} 

01/09/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Labor 

 
Senate Bill No. 2184 

BY  Satchell, Lombardi, Metts, Algiere, Sheehan 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF TEACHERS GENERALLY 

This act would provide that the evaluation of teaching personnel would be pursuant to local control, and that process for the evaluation 

for teachers would be subject to collective bargaining.  This act would also provide the measures of student growth and achievement 
would not be used to evaluate teachers prior to July 1, 2019.  This act would take effect upon passage. 

{LC3779/1} 

1/30/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Education 

 

Senate Bill No. 2246 

BY  Satchell, Ruggerio, Pearson, McCaffrey, Archambault 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO LABOR AND LABOR RELATIONS -- CERTIFIED SCHOOL TEACHERS' 

ARBITRATION 
This act would prohibit any municipality which has a locally administrated pension plan in “critical status” from entering contracts 

under this chapter exceeding five (5) years.  This act would take effect upon passage.  

{LC3726/1} 
01/30/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Labor 

01/31/2014 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (02/05/2014) 

02/04/2014 Meeting postponed (02/05/2014) 
02/04/2014 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (02/12/2014) 

02/12/2014 Committee recommended measure be held for further study 

 

Senate Bill No. 2366 

BY  DiPalma, Metts, Nesselbush, Kettle, Satchell 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- SCHOOL COMMITTEES AND SUPERINTENDENTS 
This act would encourage school committe4es to allow public use of indoor and outdoor school property for recreation or sport and 

would provide immunity from suit for claim injury arising therefrom unless the claims result for acts or omissions constituting gross 

negligence or willful or wanton conduct.  This act would take effect upon passage. 
{LC4381/1} 

02/12/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Judiciary 

 

House Bill No. 7012 

BY  Lombardi, O`Neill, Canario, Costa, Giarrusso 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - SCHOOL COMMITTEES AND SUPERINTENDENTS (would require 
school committees to provide transportation for any student who resides two (2) or more miles from school) 

{LC3181/1} 

01/08/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 
01/24/2014 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (01/29/2014) 

01/29/2014 Committee recommended measure be held for further study 

 

House Bill No. 7026 

BY  Ruggiero, McNamara, Hearn, Abney, Finn 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- TEACHERS' TENURE (would amend the notification requirements 
regarding the dismissal, suspension or lay-off of teachers in the event of a fiscal exigency or program reorganization) 

{LC3253/1} 

01/08/2014 Introduced, referred to House Labor 
02/07/2014 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (02/11/2014) 

02/11/2014 Committee recommended measure be held for further study 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7437.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7443.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2014.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2184.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2246.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9947.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9947.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9961.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2366.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7012.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9916.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7026.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9974.pdf
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House Bill No. 7193 

BY  Guthrie, Johnston, Messier, Amore 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - TEACHERS' TENURE (would expand the circumstances whereby a school 
board could layoff teachers) 

{LC3600/1} 

01/23/2014 Introduced, referred to House Labor 
02/07/2014 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (02/11/2014) 

02/11/2014 Committee recommended measure be held for further study 
 

House Bill No. 7219 

BY  Giarrusso, Williams, Serpa, Edwards, Lally 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - SCHOOL COMMITTEES AND SUPERINTENDENTS (would require 
those persons who are contract employees of a private or public school department, and individuals hired by a third party vendor who 

has contracted with the private or public school department to undergo a national criminal background check) 

{LC3498/1} 
01/29/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 
 

House Bill No. 7253 

BY  Naughton, Coderre, Kennedy, Ackerman, Tanzi 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - SCHOOL COMMITTEES AND SUPERINTENDENTS (would encourage 

school committees to allow public use of indoor and outdoor school property for recreation or sport. The act would limit the liability 
of the school committee and municipality for claims of loss and injury arising from such use) 

{LC3558/1} 

1/30/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 
 

House Bill No. 7257 

BY  MacBeth, Dickinson, McLaughlin, Ferri, McNamara 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - SCHOOL COMMITTEES AND SUPERINTENDENTS 
This act would require that individuals who are prospective volunteers of a school department and who may have direct and 

unmonitored contact with children and/or students in the school would be required to undergo a state and national criminal 

background check. 
{LC3593/1} 

1/30/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 
 

House Bill No. 7465 

BY  Carnevale, O'Brien, DeSimone, Palumbo, Guthrie 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO LABOR AND LABOR RELATIONS -- ARBITRATION -- CONTINUANCE OF 

CONTRACTUAL PROVISIONS 
This act would require that the contractual provisions contained in a collective bargaining agreement with certified school teachers and 

municipal employees would continue until a successor agreement has been reached between the parties.  This act would take effect 
upon passage. 

{LC4020/1} 

02/12/2014 Introduced, referred to House Labor 

 

9. Special Education/Group Home Legislation 
Senate Bill No. 2023 

BY  Picard 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- THE EDUCATION EQUITY AND PROPERTY TAX RELIEF ACT 

This act would delete the provisions of section 16-7-34.3 regarding reimbursement by the state for conventional public housing 
students and would add similar language to section 16-7.2-6 to provide permanent foundation education and funding for services and 

instructional services for students residing in conventional public housing.  This act would take effect upon passage. 

{LC3128/1} 
01/09/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance 

 

Senate Bill No. 2025 

BY  Picard 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - THE EDUCATION EQUITY AND PROPERTY TAX RELIEF ACT 

This act would amend the calculation of the permanent foundation education aid to school districts.  This act would make an 
adjustment based upon students residing in qualified low income housing.  This act would take effect upon passage and would apply 

to all school years commencing on or after July 1, 2014.   

{LC3127/1} 
01/09/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance 

 

Senate Bill No. 2136 

BY  Cool Rumsey, Goldin, Satchell, Crowley, Nesselbush 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- RESIDENCE OF CHILDREN FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES 

This act would provide that Rhode Island licensed child placing agencies and Rhode Island governmental agencies would promote the 
educational stability of children in foster care by considering the child’s school attendance area when making placement decisions.  

More specifically, the act would provide that student who is in foster care would have the right to remain enrolled in and attend school 

in a district where the student previously resided, if such placement was deemed by the family court to be in the pupil’s best interest.  
This act would also provide for a transportation pilot program that would support the educational stability of children in foster care, 

with a written report of pilot program to be submitted to the general assembly by February 1, 2015.  

{LC3553/1} 
01/29/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Education 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7193.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9974.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7219.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7253.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7257.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7465.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2023.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2025.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2136.pdf
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Senate Bill No. 2322 

BY  DaPonte, Conley 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 

This act would provide that for any child attending the East Providence campus of Bradley Hospital, the child’s residence district 

and/or sending district would be responsible for reimbursement to the school department of the city of East Providence for any monies 

paid to Bradley Hospital after application of any state aid.  This act would take effect upon passage. 
{LC4102/1} 

02/12/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance 

 

House Bill No. 7144 

BY  Craven, O'Brien, Serpa, Marshall, Costa 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 
This act would require that a child with a disability attend a minimum of one hundred fifty-five (155) days in school within a school 

year in order for the student to be documented as having a disability, for any state or federal benefits that require such documentation.  

This act would take effect upon passage. 
{LC3027/1} 

01/21/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 

02/07/2014 Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration (02/26/2014)  
 

House Bill No. 7440 

BY  Newberry 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO HUMAN SERVICES - ABUSED AND NEGLECTED CHILDREN (would require that 

before the school system of a child in DCYF custody can be changed, the child's medical and academic records must be provided to 

the new school system first) 
{LC3307/1} 

02/12/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 

 

House Bill No. 7441 

BY  Naughton, Slater, Blazejewski, Silva, Cimini 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - RESIDENCE OF CHILDREN FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES 
This ac would provide that Rhode Island licensed child placing agencies and Rhode Island governmental agencies would promote the 

educational stability of children in foster care by considering the child’s school attendance area when making placement decisions.  

More specifically, the act would provide that a student who is in foster care would have the right to remain rerolled in and attend 
school in a district where the student previously resided, if such placement were deemed by the family court to be in the pupil’s best 

interest.  This act would take effect upon passage. 

{LC3646/1} 
02/12/2014 Introduced, referred to House H.E.W. 

 

10. State Budget/Statewide Efficiencies/Funding Formula: 
Senate Bill No. 2276 

BY  Felag, Fogarty, Ottiano, Bates, Cool Rumsey 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- THE EDUCATION EQUITY AND PROPERTY TAX RELIEF ACT 

(would amend the provisions of the Education Equity and Property Tax Relief Act by freezing the amount of the regionalization bonus 

at 2% of the state's share of the foundation education aid formula) 
{LC3886/1} 

2/4/2014 Introduced, referred to Senate Finance 

 

House Bill No. 7035 

BY  Shekarchi, Ackerman, Casey, O`Grady, Trillo 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC FINANCE -- STATE FUNDS (would direct 50% of any state surplus to be 

distributed to the general fund and the remaining 50% to the cities and towns in accordance with the state aid formula) 

{LC3060/1} 
01/09/2014 Introduced, referred to House Finance 

 

House Bill No. 7039 

BY  Edwards, Canario, Guthrie 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- FOUNDATION LEVEL SCHOOL SUPPORT (would permit the town of 

Tiverton to be prospectively reimbursed at the 40% floor on the housing aid share ratio on projects completed before June 30, 2010) 
{LC3155/1} 

01/09/2014 Introduced, referred to House Finance 

 

House Bill No. 7133 

(Governor) 

BY  Melo 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE STATE FOR THE FISCAL 

YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2015 

{LC3615/1} 
01/16/2014 Introduced, referred to House Finance 

 

 

 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2322.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7144.pdf
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/documents/agenda-9976.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7440.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7441.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/SenateText14/S2276.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7035.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7039.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7133.pdf
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House Bill No. 7182 

BY  Ackerman, Shekarchi, Casey, Amore, Blazejewski 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- THE EDUCATION EQUITY AND PROPERTY TAX RELIEF ACT 
(would accelerate the transition plan for calculating state aid to education.) 

{LC3116/1} 

01/23/2014 Introduced, referred to House Finance 

 

House Bill No. 7240 

BY  Malik, Gallison, Marshall, Walsh, Kennedy 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- THE EDUCATION EQUITY AND PROPERTY TAX RELIEF ACT 

(would amend the provisions of the Education Equity and Property Tax Relief Act by freezing the amount of the regionalization bonus 

at 2% of the state's share of the foundation education aid formula) 
{LC3887/1} 

1/30/2014 Introduced, referred to House Finance 

 

House Bill No. 7291 

BY  Keable, Newberry 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - FOUNDATION LEVEL SCHOOL SUPPORT 
This act would provide that if a municipality or LEA has an A rating with any of the primary rating agencies, the municipality or LEA 

will be able to issue and sell their bonds on the open market, without the need for general assembly approval or to go through the 

Rhode Island health and educational building corporation. This act would take effect upon passage. 
{LC3440/1} 

01/30/2014 Introduced, referred to House Finance 

 

House Bill No. 7353 

BY  Casey, Phillips 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION - THE EDUCATION EQUITY AND PROPERTY TAX RELIEF ACT 
This act would amend the calculation of the permanent foundation education aid to school districts.  This act would make an 

adjustment based upon students residing in qualified low income housing.  This act would take effect passage and would apply to all 

school years commencing on or after July 2, 2014. 
LC3944/1} 

02/06/2014 Introduced, referred to House Finance 

 

House Bill No. 7354 

BY  Casey, Phillips 

ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO EDUCATION -- THE EDUCATION EQUITY AND PROPERTY TAX RELIEF ACT 
This act would delete the provisions of §16-7-34.3 regarding reimbursement by the state for conventional public housing students and 

would add similar language to § 6-7.2-6 to provide permanent foundation education aid funding f or services and instructional services 

for students residing in conventional public housing units.  This act would take effect upon passage. 
{LC3942/1} 

02/06/2014 Introduced, referred to House Finance 

 

House Bill No. 7355 

(by request) 

BY  Casey, Amore 
ENTITLED, AN ACT RELATING TO HUMAN SERVICES -- RHODE ISLAND WORKS PROGRAM--COMPULSORY 

ATTENDANCE 

This act would require an eighty percent (80%) school attendance rate for children in families receiving cash and medical assistance 
from the state as a condition of eligibility.  This act would take effect upon passage. 

{LC4051/1} 

02/06/2014 Introduced, referred to House Finance 
 

11. Transportation: 

 

12. Miscellaneous: 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7182.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7240.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7291.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7353.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7354.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText14/HouseText14/H7355.pdf

