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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS
BEFORE THE RHODE ISLAND STATE LABOR RELATIONS BOARD

IN THE MATTER OF

RHODE ISLAND STATE LABOR
RELATIONS BOARD

_AND- - CASE NO: ULP-6086

* RHODE ISLAND BOARD OF GOVERNORS
FOR HIGHER EDUCATION

DECISION AND ORDER

TRAVEL OF CASE

The above entitied matter comes before the Rhode Island State Labor
Relations Board (hereinafter “Board”), as an Unfair Labor Practice Complaint
(hereinafter “Complaint™), issued by the Board against the Rhode Island Board of
Governors for Higher Education (hereinafter “Employer”), based upon an Unfair
Labor Practice Charge (hereinafter “Charge”) dated and filed on May 8, 2012 by
University of Rhode Island Chapter of the American Association of University
Professors (AAUP) (hereinafter “Union”).

The Charge alleged violations of R..G.L. 28-7-13 (6) and (10) as follows:

1) URIVAAUP and BOG are parties to a collective bargaining agreement (“CBA™)
for the period July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2011.

2) On March 15, 2011, Frank Annunziato, Executive Director of URIVAAUP sent
a letter to URI President David Dooley, requesting that negotiations commence
for a successor agreement. Exhibit A. Commissioner Raymond DiPasquale,
Assistant Vice President Anne Marie Coleman, Vice Provost Clifford Katz and
AAUP President Wendy Roworth were also sent copies of the letter.

3) OnJune 6, 2011, the URIVAAUP negotiating team and the BOG’s negotiating
team commenced negotiations.

4) At the June 6™ meeting, the parties signed “Negotiation Ground Rules.”
Exhibit B. Ground Rule # 5 provides: “[eJach negotiating team shall have the
authority to enter into a tentative agreement.” Anne Marie Coleman signed the
rules on behalf of BOG and Frank Annunziato signed on behalf of URI/AAUP.

S} On August 26, 2011, the parties exchanged initial proposals. They held
numerous negotiating sessions between August 26, 2011 and February 2, 2012.

6) On February 2, 2012, the parties reached a Tentative Agreement on all terms
and conditions.

7) On March 15, 2012, Annunziato and Coleman signed the Tentative
Agreement. Exhibit C. The Tentative Agreement was subject to ratification by
URI/AAUP and BOG. It provides for a three year contract, retroactive to
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