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At present, tuition waivers are only granted through specific statutory provisions, the 
Board’s Personnel Policy, and through negotiated collective bargaining agreements. Any 
non-statutory modification or expansion of the Board’s existing policies would require full 
Board approval. 
 
Given tuition waivers were subject to new legislation last term, which conditioned 
employee receipt of waivers on consent to public disclosure, and were subject to a system- 
wide audit that was requested by the Governor, the findings of which are presently being 
reviewed by this office, the Board may wish to refrain from addressing individual requests 
on an ad-hoc basis and rather address this issue from a system-wide policy standpoint.  
Such an approach would better reflect the Boards’ value of tuition waivers, and assure their 
consistent, fair and equitable application.  
 
Accordingly, it is my recommendation that the Board not take up this individual request, or 
similar requests, prior to its opportunity to consider a system wide policy for granting 
waivers not currently allowed through statute, personnel policy or collective bargaining. 
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TO:        Members of the RI Board of Education 
 

FROM:  Clark Greene, Authorized Agent  
                Office of Higher Education 
 
RE:     Granting of Tuition Waivers 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
At your work session scheduled for Thursday November 7, 2013, 
discussion item 2d concerns a request for the Board to consider granting 
tuition waivers.    
 
In the enclosed letter dated September 9, 2013, John E. Chartier, EFO, 
CFI, the State Fire Marshall, requests that members of his division who 
are employed as  ”Fire Investigators” attend courses in criminal 
investigation offered by the University of Rhode Island on tuition 
waivers.  
 
    
 
 
 

Enclosure 2d 
November 7, 2013 
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