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TO:  Members of the Council on Postsecondary Education 
 
FROM: Jim Purcell, Ed.D, Commissioner for Postsecondary Education 
 
DATE: January 28, 2016 

 

RE: Approval of a Lease Agreement between the Council on 
Postsecondary Education and the Cambridge Education 
Group Holdings, Inc. 

 
  

The University of Rhode Island is looking to strengthen its international 
student recruitment efforts and has identified a potential partner to 
supplement the institution’s efforts and to broaden the reach to countries 
around the globe.   

 
The Cambridge Educational Group and its wholly owned U.S. subsidiary, 
Cambridge Education Group Holdings Inc., has been identified as offering 
a good match of services for the University.   

 
The attached Lease Agreement that is the subject of this request for 
approval is associated with the University’s interest in entering into an 
Affiliation Agreement and engaging the Cambridge Education Group’s 
services and programs prior to the start of the Fall 2016 semester. 

 
The lease is for a 358 square foot, three-room office suite (Rooms 201, 
201A, and 201B) in Chafee Hall adjacent to a suitable 369 square foot 
classroom (Room 202) that would be dedicated for the Group’s use, to 
include a total of 737 square feet.  The proposed rental rate is $14.00 per 
square foot per year or $10,318 annually. 

 
The initial term of the lease will be coincident with and dependent upon 
the execution of an Affiliation Agreement that is presently under 
negotiation.  This is expected to be for a period of five years beginning on 
September 1, 2016, with options for one-year extensions subject to 
approval of the University and the terms and conditions deemed 
appropriate and agreeable for the extension period. 
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The form of the Lease is attached and reflects standard terms and conditions respecting the 
interests of both parties with regard to the dedicated spaces to be utilized by the Cambridge 
Education Group.  The Lease Agreement will not be executed until the Affiliation 
Agreement is also finalized and ready for execution.  The lease has been approved by the 
University’s General Counsel and is attached to this memo. 

 
This lease has also been reviewed by the Finance and Facilities Committee which has given 
its recommendation for its approval by the full Council at this evening’s meeting. 

 
Accordingly, I recommend  
 

THAT the Council on Postsecondary Education approves the lease between the Council on 
Postsecondary Education/University of Rhode Island and the Cambridge Education Group 
Holdings, Inc. for office space located in the Chafee Building on the Kingston Campus upon 
execution of an Affiliation Agreement.  Upon approval of the lease and execution of the 
Affiliation Agreement, the lease will be brought to the State Properties Committee for its 
review and approval as required 
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