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RHODE ISLAND DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION FUNDING AND MANAGEMENT UPDATE 

 

 

The State of Rhode Island is committed to providing high quality educational opportunities for all public 

school students. School facilities provide more than a place for instruction. The physical learning 

environment contributes to the successful performance of educational programs. (RIGL 16-105-1) 

 

 
 

With assistance from the SBA Advisory Board and in collaboration with communities, the SBA will ensure 

that all approved projects provide high quality learning environments, conserve natural resources, 

consume less energy, are easier to maintain, and provide educationally appropriate school facilities.  This 

includes overseeing and managing two distinct funding mechanisms for school facilities: the Housing Aid 

Program and the School Building Authority Capital Fund. The SBA will continue to provide assistance as 

schools and districts undertake the multi-stage Necessity of School Construction Application to identify 

school facilities’ needs across the schools and districts buildings.  

  

In passing Governor Gina Raimondo’s school construction 

initiative, the Rhode Island General Assembly lifted the 

moratorium on school construction, established the School 

Building Authority (SBA) and the SBA Advisory Board, and 

created a new mechanism for funding school construction, 

the SBA Capital Fund.  In doing so, Rhode Island has 

reaffirmed the commitment to ensure that our State’s 

children have safe, healthy, adequate and educationally 

appropriate school facilities.  The SBA, located within the 

Department of Education, will build upon the best aspects of 

the School Construction Program while introducing new 

statewide initiatives, fiscal prudence, opportunities, 

oversight, and funding streams.  

This unprecedented commitment to school construction 

provides new funding mechanisms for school construction 

projects – including approximately $20M above the existing 

housing aid commitments.  Through an application process, 

all districts will have access to upfront “pay-as-you-go” 

funding to prioritize and expedite projects with the ultimate 

goal of improving the health and wellbeing of students and 

staff.  
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Build Upon What Works:  

These changes to the oversight and management of school construction are building on the solid foundation 

of work undertaken by the General Assembly, the Council on Elementary and Secondary Education, and the RI 

Department of Education.  The School Construction Program, through the oversight of the School Construction 

Regulations, has set in place fiscal prudence and effective planning practices that have substantially reduced 

school construction approvals.   

 

 
 

Legislative Changes to School Construction Management and Oversight (effective 7/1/15): 

1. Moratorium on school construction lifted and creation of new funding mechanism. 

2. Creation of a SBA Capital Fund to provide upfront funding of school construction projects on a “pay-as-

you-go” basis. There will be an annual application process, in addition to the traditional housing aid 

forms. School Building Authority Capital Fund application. 

3. The creation of a SBA Advisory Board, which shall advise the SBA regarding the use of the SBA Capital 

Fund, including statewide priorities, criteria for approval, and recommendations for project approval 

and prioritization.  

4. Necessity of School Construction applications will no longer be accepted on a rolling basis, pursuant to 

RIGL 16-7-41.1(d). LEAs will be invited to apply for new approvals on an annual basis, with Council on 

Elementary and Secondary Education consideration occurring in May. New Necessity of School 

Construction Approval Timeline   

5. Each LEA shall develop, implement, and maintain a comprehensive asset protection plan for every 

school building. Only LEAs that have adequate asset protection plans are eligible to apply for the 

SBACF. If an LEA fails to provide asset protection information to the SBA in a fiscal year, they are not 

eligible to receive SBACF the next fiscal year.  

6. Loans from the SBA Capital Fund do not require General Assembly approval, pursuant to RIGL 16-7-44. 

7. At least every five (5) years, the State will conduct a needs survey to ascertain the capital construction, 

adequacy standards, educational facility planning, maintenance and other capital needs for every 

public school in the state.  

Public schools are a cornerstone of our communities.  Schools are where our children spend most of their time 

outside their homes.  We have a responsibility to provide adequate facilities where they are safe, healthy, and 

inspiring.  These changes will improve conditions in Rhode Island public schools and meet the goal of assuring 

equitable and adequate school housing for all public school children. 

Districts will continue to complete the Necessity 

of School Construction application – to ensures 

that all approved projects provide high quality 

learning environments – and will continue to 

receive reimbursement based on their share 

ratios (reimbursement rates) for completed 

projects.   Projects not funded through the School 

Building Authority Capital Fund will still be 

eligible under the existing Housing Aid System. 
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