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TO: Members of the Council on Elementary and Secondary Education
FROM: Deborah A. Gist, Commissioner <
RE: Proposed Changes to the Regulations of the Council on Elementary and

Secondary Education Governing the R.I. High School Equivalency
Program - Feedback from public review and comment

The Regulations of the Council on Elementary and Secondary Education Governing the
Rhode Island High School Equivalency Program were promulgated pursuant to
authority conferred under Rhode Island General Law 16-100-3(a) to comply with 2014 - S
2182 Substitute A, amended section 16-63-18, requiring the Council on Elementary and
Secondary Education to consider several factors in determining which high school
equivalency tests would be recognized by the state. Such factors would include cost, the
recognition of the test by other states, and other criteria. The statute also requires the
Council to adopt, and provide funding for, a rule or regulation assumption of fees
associated with the high school equivalency test for individuals with limited income and
who can prove a financial hardship.

The proposed revisions reflect feedback (attached) gathered during the March 2 - April
17, 2015, public comment period and from public testimony presented at the public
hearing held on April 14, 2015.
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Summary of changes to High School Equivalency Program Regulations

. Change to .
Section Suggested change to language or rationale
Summary of Comments document or
# . for no change
section
21 Add "Follow the test publishers’ guidelines for applying. NO CHANGE 10 2.1 Current ver3|o'n mclqdes this language in first
sentence of this section
3.0 Add 3.d. under Eligibility to Test (3.0): “Candidate is Add 3 (d) Candidate is aged 16 or 17 and is
sixteen (16) or (17) years of age and is incarcerated.” detained in juvenile facility or is incarcerated.
CHANGE 3.0 Addition of “detained in juvenile facility” language is
due to fact that some adolescents are not
incarcerated but are detained in a juvenile facility
that is separate from prison.
4.0 (a) and (b) Omit the words “Rhode Island” (a) and (b) Deleted the words “Rhode Island”. Any
(c) Add the words “Rhode Island Identification Card” in CHANGE 3.0 (a) valid license is acceptable evidence for age and
Identifying a person’s residence and (b) identity.
NO CHANGE to 3.0 | (c) This is not an exhaustive list but an example.
(c) Residency cards or other forms of identification are
acceptable.
Recommendation to allow out-of-state residents to test RI confers diplomas to Rhode Island residents only
in Rl to allow other states’ residents _the choice in tests NO CHANGE
and to help the RI centers generate income — 2
comments
5.3 Change the word other in “other accommodations” to The language was changed from “other
...all reasonable accommodations” — 2 comments CHANGE 10 5.3 accommodat!ons” to “all reasonable
accommodations” to ensure that any reasonable
accommodations would be provided by test center.
6.0 In favor of offering a waiver of fees for the practice test The cost for practice tests is minimal and the limited
which would demonstrate readiness or guide people to funds available for waivers are better used to pay
. . . . o NO CHANGE .
seek instruction to improve their academic skills — for the much higher cost of the full test.
several comments
6.3 In favor of requiring the passing score on the practice
test before obtaining a waiver of fees — several NO CHANGE
comments
6.3 Deleting the word “may” in “...which may include, but is CHANGE Deleted “may” and used “includes” clarifies this




Summary of changes to High School Equivalency Program Regulations

not limited to...” — 2 comments

section that any one of these or other such
documentation will be sufficient.

Additional
Funding
Required

In favor of seeking additional funds to meet the
mandate of providing fee waivers — multiple comments

NO CHANGE

While the funds may come from adult education
resources that would go to adult education
programming, paying for high school equivalency
exams is a effective way to support adults in
reaching their educational and/or employment goal.

Against using RIDE funds which are intended to
provide adult education instructional services to pay for
testing waivers — multiple comments

“

Requesting that Test Centers should be supported with
RIDE funds — multiple comments

“

Additional
Funding
Required

Funds from LEAs should follow 16 and 17-year-old K-
12 students who attend adult education programs and
those funds should be used to pay for testing

“n

RFP
Process

In favor of RI adopting only one HSE test, not several
tests - multiple comments

NO CHANGE

Addressed by RFP and legislation

In favor of RI adopting another test besides the GED
test

NO CHANGE

Addressed by RFP and legislation

In favor of Rl adopting multiple HSE tests: GED,
HIiSET, and TASC — two comments

NO CHANGE

Addressed by RFP and legislation

In favor of a paper and pencil version — several
comments

NO CHANGE

Addressed by RFP

In favor of a paper-based test in Spanish

NO CHANGE

Addressed by RFP

In favor of allowing past test results to be added to
future test results (“past partial scores”)

NO CHANGE

Determined by test vendor

Other

Test results need to be accurately recorded in CALIS,
AE database — two comments about CALIS

NO CHANGE

Not a regulatory item




17
18

19
20
21
22

23
24

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

R.1. Department of Elementary and Secondary Education

Regulations of the Beard-of Council on Elementary and
Secondary Education
Governing the Rhode Island High School
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RHODE ISLAND HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY PROGRAM

(April XXX 20135)
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RHODE ISLAND HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY PROGRAM

REGULATIONS

The Rhode Island High School Equivalency Program is composed of-the-General-Educational
Development{(GED®) approved high school equivalency tests, which are administered
throughout the state by testing centers authorized by the Beard Rhode Island Department of
Education. The Rhode Island High School Equivalency Diploma is issued to those eligible
individuals who successfully eomplete—pass all components of the—GEB® high school

equivalency test.

procedures of the—GEDJeangéemee—as—presen&ed—m—tkw—GED@#estmg—Pehe%and
Procedures—Manual_high school equivalency test publisher guidelines, and the Department-of

Council on Elementary and Secondary Education’s requirements.

| The Commissioner designates a Sstate GED—Aadministrator who has the responsibilities of
prowdlng leadership for the Rhode Island High School Equivalency Program, maintaining the
program’s integrity and ensuring conformity to—beth the GEBTesting—Service—high school
equivalency test publisher’s policies and procedures and in accordance with the Rhode Island
High School Equivalency Program Regulations requirements. The validity of the Rhode Island
High School Equivalency Diploma is based upon the proper administration and supervision of
| the GED high school equivalency testing program.

1. POLICY

1.1 The Rhode Island High School Equivalency Program enables Rhode Island adults and
out-of-school youth to gain personal satisfaction, career opportunities and increased
academic possibilities by earning a high school equivalency diploma from the State of
Rhode Island.

| 1.2 The Beard-of-EdueationCouncil on Elementary and Secondary Education regards the
Rhode Island High School Equivalency Diploma as being of the same status as a
| reguar-traditional high school diploma.

2. APPLICATIONS

2.1 Application for the Rhode Island High School Equivalency Program must be made on
the official state application at any of the GEB-test centers in the state. -Apphications

are-avatlable-atany-ofthe-test-centers—Applications for computer-based testing must
be made onllne in accordance Wlth the test publisher’s directions-at-the-GED-TFesting




116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160

3. ELIGIBILITY FOR TESTING
To be eligible for high school equivalency testing; a person must be a Rhode Island
resident or a member of the Armed forces stationed in Rhode Island when application is
made.

In addition, one of the following conditions must be met:

a) Candidate tis at least eighteen (18) years of age and not enrolled in secondary« —— | Formatted: Numbered + Level: 1 +
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eé)—b) Candidate }is sixteen (16) or seventeen (17) years of age and has an
approved Alternative Learning Plan on file pursuant to RIGL 16-19-1 and
which provides that the student is pursuing a high school equivalency
diploma; or;

&) )
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£ ¢) Candidate }is sixteen (16) or seventeen (17) years of age and has been<
home schooled. A home schooled candidate aged 16 or 17 must provide: (1) a {
letter from the local school-district that he/she-had-been-in-an-approved-home
schoolpregram—and—parent or guardian that the home schooling has been
discontinued; and (2) a-letter-from-the-parent-or-guardian-giving-permissionto

test signed Alternative Learning Plan from the student’s resident district
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superintendent stating that the student has permission to attend the adult
education program to pursue their high school equivalency diploma.

4. VERIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR TESTING

All candidates must present sufficient documentation to verify eligibility for testing.
Such documentation will verify age, personal identification and Rhode Island residency.
Minimal documentation must include:

a) A certified copy of his/her birth certificate or other appropriate document (e.g.
passport, valid Rhode Island driver’s license) that clearly establishes age, AND;

b) Positive valid identification which includes the applicant’s signature and a
photograph, (e.g. valid Rhode Island driver’s license, Alien Registration Receipt
Card), AND;

c) Appropriate verification of Rhode Island residency, preferably with a photograph,
(e.g. valid Rhode Island driver’s license) or, in the absence of photo identification, at
least two items verifying residency e.g. utility bill, voter registration card, tax bill.

5. TESTING

5.1 The GEB-high school equivalency tests will be administered at the authorized Rhode
Island test centers or at other sites in accordance with the test center’s contract-with

5.2 The Chief Examiner at the respective test center will schedule testing.

5.3 The test centers will maintain an appropriate number of English and Spanish editions
of the GEB-high school equivalency tests as needed—Fhe-Department-of-Education
wit-alse-maintainr and the appropriate numbers of the Braille, Large Print and Audio
Cassette editions of the GEB-test where available and as needed.The test taker may
request other accommodations through the test center or the high school equivalency

test publisher.

5.4 The GEB—tests shall be administered only in accordance with instructions and

procedures promulgated by the-GED—TFesting-Service_high school equivalency test
publisher and the RI Department of Education.

6. FEE SCHEDULE

6.1 A fee schedule shall be established with the approval of the Beard Council on
Elementary and Secondary Education upon the recommendation of the Commissioner
for services related to the high school equivalency program.
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6.2 GED-Testing-Serviee-High school equivalency test publishers will establish the base<

cost for computer-based-tests_and the RI Department of Education will establish
administrative fees.

PR—

6-16.3 The Rhode Island Department of Elementary and Secondary Education will<
assume the testing costs and fees associated with the high school equivalency test for
individuals with limited income who can prove a financial hardship, who are
ineligible for subsidies from other state agencies or departments, and who have
received at least a minimum passing score on the high school equivalency practice
test, or pertinent section of the test (in accordance with RIGL 16-63-18). Candidates
who seek relief from testing fees must present evidence of financial hardship to the
testing center chief examiner which may include, but is not limited to, the following
documentation: SNAP food assistance, Child Care Assistance, Rlte Care/RIte Share
health coverage, or Rl Works cash assistance.

7. RETESTING

7.1 A candidate must retest retake any test in which a minimum standard passing score
for that test was not attained, regardless of total score.

4 7.2 Retesting is allowed at any time on condition that different forms of the tests« ——

within the battery administered are used in retesting.

+2 7.3 Individuals who have earned a high school equivalency credential or earned< ——

scores sufficient to qualify for such a credential but who need to earn higher test scores to
meet an admission requirement for postsecondary education or training, or to meet
employment requirements, may retest.

+3- 7.4 Such individuals must meet the eligibility requirements of 3.0 and 4.0 of these< ——

regulations, must submit an application and pay the regular fee.

+4 7.5 Retesting shall be conducted only in accordance with instructions and< ——

procedures promulgated by the—GEDTFesting—Service high school equivalency test
publisher.

+5- 7.6 The Chief Examiner at the respective test center will schedule retesting.« ——

Retesting registration for computer based testing must be made online.
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9- 8. ISSUANCE OF DIPLOMA -

The Rhode Island High School Equivalency Diploma will be issued by the Rhode Island
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education when the eligible high school
equivalency testing candidate attains the minimum standard passing score, according to

GED—'Feangé‘,eMee the test publlsher —Fer—the—zoeﬂest%eﬂes—an—average—standard

belew—%@—and—a—tetai—standard—see%e—e%@—er—mgher—AND the Sstate GED

Aadministrator reviews and approves the applications.
10-9. REVOCATION OF CREDENTIALS

10-19.1 The Sstate GEB-Aadministrator shall have the authority to revoke an Equivalency
Diploma when reliable evidence exists that the candidate misrepresented or provided
false information on the application; or otherwise fraudulently verified his/her
eligibility to test. A holder of an Equivalency Diploma may appeal its revocation by
the Sstate GEB-Aadministrator to the Commissioner who, after providing notice to
the interested parties of the time and place of hearing, shall examine the evidence and
decide whether good cause exists for the revocation of the Equivalency Diploma.
Any decision of the revocation by the Commissioner shall be subject to an appeal to
and review by the Beard—efCouncil on Elementary and Secondary Education, in
accordance with Title16, Chapter 39 of the General Law.

10:2—9.2 During the revocation process and any appeal, no credentials shall be re-issued to the < ——
individual. .

These regulations shall take effect upon promulgation.
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