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TO:    Members of the Rhode Island Board of Education 

FROM: Ken Wagner, Ph.D., Commissioner  
 
RE:  Career and Technical Education Funding Policy   
 

 
The purpose of the attached draft Career and Technical Education Funding Policy is to 
describe how the Rhode Island Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
(RIDE) will allocate state categorical funding to support career and technical education in 
accordance with R.I.G.L. §16-7.2-6(b).   
 
This policy is intended to ensure that funding results in high-quality programs for 
students in preparation for career success.  This policy will take effect on July 1, 2017. 
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The purpose of this policy is to describe how the Rhode Island Department of 

Elementary and Secondary Education (RIDE) will allocate state categorical funding to 

support career and technical education (CTE) in accordance with RIGL §16-7.2-6(b).  

This policy is intended to ensure that funding results in high-quality programs for 

students in preparation for career success.  This policy will take effect on July 1, 2017.  

 High Cost Categorical CTE Funding: High Cost Categorical Funding shall provide 

supplemental funding to CTE programs to offset the increased expenses 

associated with supporting high-quality CTE programs.   

 To be eligible for funding, CTE programs shall prepare students for high-skill 

high-demand career pathways and either:  

a) meet the program standards adopted by the Career and Technical Education 

Board of Trustees (CTEBOT); or,  

b) demonstrate progress toward meeting these standards consistent with an 

implementation plan approved by RIDE.  Programs that have previously been 

RIDE approved but do not have standards adopted by the CTEBOT shall be 

grandfathered in until the time that standards have been adopted by the 

CTEBOT and that programs have been provided appropriate time to meet the 

new program standards.  The appropriate phase in period will be determined by 

the Commissioner of Education but will not exceed 24 months.  Programs that do 

not meet the standard and fail to make progress to meet the standard will not be 

funded.   

 Innovative Categorical CTE Funding: Innovative Categorical CTE Funding shall 

support the incubation, transformation or expansion of CTE programs that 

specifically prepare students for high-skill high-demand career pathways.  

Annually, RIDE and the CTEBOT, in conjunction with the Governor’s Workforce 

Board and the Department of Labor and Training, will review real-time Labor 

Market Information to determine CTE Programs that prepare students for high-

skill and high-demand career pathways.  To be eligible for funding, supported 

programs must both:  

a) align to high-skill and high-demand career pathways; and,  

b) meet program standards approved by the CTEBOT, if adopted.   

RIDE CTE investments are intended to supplement rather than supplant local CTE 

investments.  To be eligible for funding, districts must provide annual documentation of 

continuity of local funding or maintenance of effort.    
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